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Suhdaz

I'Ve read +¥\a+ in ancent times -H\e)l used to bury

kings and P}mmohs with all their possessions.
Back then T guess +\\e7l -ﬂ\ous*ﬁ' you could +take
your +\\ihss WITH you into the afterlife.

Well, if T get buried with all MY Juhk, T mi3¥\+
really REGRET i+ later on.




Mom’s \\avihs me do some spring cleo\hihs to get rid
of +’nihss T don+ NEED. Well, that seemed like a
sooJ idea until T realized Just how much stuff T've
ac+ua||7/ GOT.

'I s?eh'l' +’ne w¥\0|e morhihs soihs 'H\rous}\ m7l

closet, and it's crazy Now much was \Mcked in there.
And it's not like i+ was ORGANIZED or ahfi’hihs.
lﬂVe basica“y been -H\rowihs -I'Hhss n my closet since

we first moved in.
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Dissihs ﬂ\roush my closet was like 3oihs 'ﬂ'\rous\\
my CHILDHOOD. And the farther back T
went, the further back in TIME it took me.

The stuff near the front of the closet was all
J'uhk T +ossed in there over the past year, like
’nomework assishmeh‘l's and comic books. But after
T 3o+ +hose ‘H\ihss out of the way, T started
fihc}ihs stvff T FORGOT about.

T found a model rocket T got for my tenth
birﬂ\dqy and a costume T wore for Halloween a

few years ago. Ahcl there was a bunch of other
+\\ihss T didn't even know T still had.




W\\eh 1 dus a little DEEPER ) I -Fouht} Some-ﬂ\ihs
T +\\ou3}\+ T'd lost YEARS ago. T+ was a binder
full of stickers T collected in the third srdJe.

T used to be OBSESSED with stickers, es?ecially
the scratch-and-sniff kind. T collected all the
GOOD smells 5 like bubble gum and cotton cah&)’
and that sort of -ﬂ\ihs, but T had all +he really
GROSS ones , too.

So when a kid on my street wanted +o know what
3ira-F-Fe poop or rotten meat loaf smelled like,
+\\e>l‘d come +o ME.
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One of these Jays Tm gonna write my

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, and it's gonha include
scratch-and-sniff stickers o mark all the

different moments in my life.
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And that’s when I realized I
had stepped in dog poop!

§§§ - SCRATCH

HERE!
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'I ke‘ﬁ Jisﬁihs ‘ﬂ\roua‘\ my close+ o\hJ -{-‘ouhd stuff
from KINDERGARTEN, like a fish T made b)f

+rdcih3 "'7 \whc} on a ?iece of construction paper.

©
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T used to LOVE doing arts and crafts back
then. And if anyone ever tried o BULLY me
about i, 'H\e)l'c} get a face full of 3|i++er.




Another project T found in my closet was a sif-l-
1 dee for r-?/ mom in Vresc*\ool but never gave
her. T+ was a paper fower with a picture of my
face in the middle, sluecl 1o a ‘>o‘>sic|e stick.

When T made the -H'u'hs, T put it ina li++e clq)l
pot filled with dirt. Bot T +riﬂ>eJ on the front
step when T got Nome from school +hat Jay, and
that's w}x)l T never gave it to her.




T was GLAD when T fihally reached the back
of my closet, but to be honest, T was a litte
DISAPPOINTED, +oo.

When T was younger T read +his book about
these kids who could visit a whole different
WORLD b)/ 3oih3 ‘H\rous}\ ﬂ\eir closet, ahd I
always wondered if T mis}\-l' be able 4o do the
Same -H\ihs with MINE.

Bt T ‘I‘hous‘ﬁ‘ +hat whoever lived on +he other

side rm’s\ﬁ' not be oo \\4\7\77 wH'h me for +ossih3
all my JUNK in there over the years.




When T +old Mom T was done em‘)-l}/ihs m7l close+
+oJa7/, she said T needed o ‘>u+ eVeryi-Hhs into
three ?iles-‘ one o kee?, one to donate, and

ohe to throw away. Bt T -ﬁsu!’e& if T had +o
le+ 90 of dh}l of my Juhk ) I mis‘ﬁ' as well make
some MONEY off of it+. So T decided 4o have a
YARD SALE.

Mom -H\ous\'d' that was a GREAT idea. So she
gave me a magazine +hat had all sorts of tips for
how to do i+ RIGHT.

Family Frolic
THROW AN Epye
Yard Sale/

N
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TOYS

800KS
50 HSH TIPS + TRICKS




All +he ideas in the magazine were corny and
old-fashioned p ﬂ\ous‘\. ﬂ\ere was onhe section on
how to create a sign to get ?eoﬂe +o come o

your yard sale, and all the exam‘)|es -H\e)/ showed
were really BORING.

T knew that if T wanted ?eovle to qc+ua||7 show

up at my yard sale, T needed 1o do Some-ﬂ-\ihs a
li+tle more EYE-CATCHING. So T wh")‘)ed up a
sigh T knew would do the 4rick.
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$100 BILL

FOUND ON SIDEWALK

PLEASE COME TO
12 SURREY STREET

TO CLAIM YOUR PROPERTY

T made a few covies of "'7' sigh and headed out
+o POS"‘ +hem around the heishborhoo&. But Mom
s+o\7\7ed me before T 30+ out the front door.
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Mom made me make sighs +hat were more like the
ones in the mqsazihe, and after T was ﬁhis\xe&,
T s+a\7|eJ +hem +o some +e|e\>¥\ohe poles on our
street. ﬂ\eh I hau|ed eVery-I'Hhs Jowh from my
bedroom and started setting it all out on some
plastic +ables.

Each table had s own cq+esor7, like “clothes”
and “books” and ‘H\cﬂ' kind of ‘ﬂ\ihs. But some
stuff wasn'+ easy to categorize, so T had to get

creative.

'I \\d& a buhch of sif'i's from my srahcl‘)dreh'l's ahJ
older relatives that T've never even TOUCHED,
so T put all those -H\ihss +ose+¥\er on one +able.

i (Great Gifis |
FOR YOUR
] [ Grandkids|
d WMz, O
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T also had a bunch of birﬂ\day cards that were still
in Pre++7/ 300& sha‘)e. So T used some white-out

to cover my name and set them out on their own
+able.

irl| Pre-written &5
R1RTHDAY i
CARDS

T put all my broken toys on another +able and
ho‘:eé some little kids who couldn't READ would
come to the yard sale.

W Wi | YOU BREAK IT YOU BUY IT Whas

H Wit ‘N"Mt)




T stuffed all my random items, like marbles and
a few ?ehcﬂ stubs, into some tube socks and
thumbtacked +them +o a table.
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MYSTE RY
25SOCKS. *

WHAT’S INSIDE? @ -
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T also created a +able full of -H\ihss for Veovle
w\\o \\dd mohe)l 1o burn.

INV BILITY FRECKLE
O IO N REMOVER
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T put ol my old arts-and-crafts projects on
their own +able, Just in case some kids needed a
siwf'l' for +heir parents but didn't want 4o put in
ﬂ\e TIME.

QUALITY

ARTS ¢
Sl CRAFTS Wty

S ° 4

While T was fihis}\ihs vp, Mom came outside o
check out my yqrd sale, and she seemed ‘Jre++>/
IMPRESSED. But she said T should hold on +o
the ﬂ\ihss T made myself, since that stuff is
really SPECTAL.

wW™s

T +old Mom that if she wanted Someﬂ\ihs, she
could always b“}' it HERSELF. So she offered
me three dollars for that paper flower T made

for her in ‘:vresd\ool.
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Mom seemed ?reHy eager to Nave that -ﬂ-\ihs, and
T could tell i+ was worth more than three bucks
1o her. So T +old Mom it was all hers for TEN.

'I guess 1 ?us%ed rn)/ luck ) ﬂ\oua‘\, because she
went back inside without buyihs ANYTHING.

While T waited for customers to show vp, T
started getting a li+He NERVOUS. T realized

all my stuff was Just |7fih3 out in the open, and T
had no way to stop people from STEALING .

So T called my best friend, Rowley Jefferson,

and asked Hm to come down and be rn)/ ﬂ\eﬂ
Prevention Officer.

16



But Rowley said he was Su‘>‘>oseJ 1o do Some-ﬂ\ihs
with his dad this afternoon, so he couldn’+t ‘\elv
me with +the yar& sale.

T +old him T4 ‘>rorn0+e Nim o ﬂ\eﬂ' Prevention

MANAGER, and he'd even get fo wear a BADGE.

Luckily, that did the +rick.

FAINN
. ., =

As soon as Row|e>/ 30+ +o my Nouse, he started

askihs about that BADGE. All T could find was
my old f-’remfigh-fer costume, but that seemed +o
make him feel important.

= 5

e .ul glCGSWMES
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Rowley asked what he was su?\)oseJ 1o DO as the
Theft Prevention Manager, and T said mos+|>l he
needed 4o walk around and crack his knuckles +o
make sure hobod)' got ahy fuhhy ideas.

But Rowle)l wash + \’“}"“3 any attention +o my
instructions, because he was distracted {)7 a +able
ﬂ\d‘l‘ hdd a buhch of bir'ﬂ'\do\y 3.'1’45 ‘\e'J 50‘H‘eh

me over -H\e years.

Tm pretly sure Rowley's MOM picks out my
presents, since +\\e7’re qlways 'H\ihss +hat

’nelP you LEARN. Ahd ﬂ\e)/'re all still in mint
condition, because T haven'+ ac+ua||7 OPENED any
of them.

18



T dont know what made Rowley madder, the fact
that T was SELLING +his stuff or the sign T
put on +he +able.

Rowley said T couldn’+t sell +hose 'H\ihss because
+\\e7 were GIFTS. T +old him -H\ey were MINE,
so T could do whatever T WANTED with +hem.
And then we got into a bis +u3-of-war over the
Magnet Fun set.




That's when our first customers started o
arrive. T +old Rowley we could argue about this
LATER, but for NOW we needed +o act like
PROFESSIONALS.

At first Just a few ?eo?le showed up, but
after a while a lot MORE came. And when -ﬂ-\ey
started checkihs out my stoff, T went into sales

mode.
—

THE CRAFTSMANSHIP
ON THIS PORCUPINE

1S REMARKABLE!

N QUALITY
s B2 ARTS & ||| [ = [[
o |l CRAFTS|S| ~A

One |aJ>I seemed interested in a collector’s coin
T got from my uncle, but she com\vlqihecl +hat
i+ was DENTED. So I 'H\ous}ﬁ fast and +old
her the REASON it was dented was because it
s+o‘>‘>eJ a bullet in World War IL

20



S’ne Ji&h"t seem to BELIEVE me b -H\oush b
Probably because the coin was dated last year.

T spent a lot of +ime +r>/ih3 to close that deal,
and T started worryihs +hat people were stealing
behind my back. Uhfor-i'uhd-i'ely my Thef+ Prevention
Manager was +o+a||7 useless, because he was busy

‘:layihs with the maghet set.

21



'I +o|J Row|e>/ he’d better start Joihs h’s JOB
or he was gonna get FIRED. But Rowley said it
wasnt o REAL J'ob anyway, becavse he wasn'+
getting PAID.

CERLAB

T explained that T hadn't SOLD anything yet
and didnt have any MONEY 4o pay him with. So
when he said he was LEAVING, T +old him he
covld Pick out ohe item from ahy table and THAT
could be his P“}'“eh+'

Rowley seemed Pre-H')/ excited about that idea, and
T +\\ou3h+ for SURE he'd choose the magnet set.
But he headed s+rdis}\+ for the Rare Ttems table

instead.




T explained that +those things were for PAYING
customers ONLY, and that mybe Ne'd be
interested in Some‘i'}\ihs from the Fun To)ls +able.
But Row|e>/ wouldn'+ BUDGE.

EVeh+ua||7 he settled on the Vam\)ire Bat Shield.
And T was OK with that, becavse i+ was really
Just a broken umbrella. But now Row|e7/ was $o
worried about BATS +hat he couldn't concentrate
on his Job.

While Rowley was fooling around with his s+u‘>id
umbrella, T +\\ous}\+ T saw a vy take an action
-fisure from the Collectibles +able and stuff it in
his ?ocke+. So T ran over 4o deal with him.

23



But the oh|>/ things in the 3”7"5 Vocke-rs were

some used tissves and car keys.

because T headed off a ma jor DISASTER. A
Picku? +ruck Pulle& q|oh3$ide the curb, and some
vy from Whirley Street started piling my stoff
into the back.




T asked him what he was DOING, and he said
+hat since tomorrow was trash Jay, he -H\ousH
the stuff by the curb was vp for srabs.

But T didn't have +ime +o ex‘aldih the concept of

a yard sale to +his vy becavse all of a sudden T
had an even BIGGER ‘)roblem to deal with.

T+ started 4o RAIN, and everyone was heading
back +o their cars.

T was worried T might never get this many
?eoPIe +o come o a yarcl sale again, and T

wanted to sell SOMETHING to make all the
effort worth i+. So T went around and marked

dowh +\\e ‘m'ces on eVery item.

25



Then it started REALLY raining, and T knew T
was gohhd *\aVe ‘o Jo someﬂ\o'hs DRASTIC.

T +hrew a bunch of stuff into BOXES, and
offered even BIGGER discounts. But by ‘H\eh it
was ‘oo late qhywqy.

E hi
mvim Q:‘:?

for $12 : i

T knew that if T didn't get my stoff inside, it
was all gohha get RUINED. So T asked Row|e7/
+o keeP his umbrella over my most Valuable items while

T ran eVeryﬂ\ihg else into the garage.

But Rowley wash + any }\el? at all.

26



He said his shift had Jus-f ended, and it was time
for him 4o 90 Nome.

So T was on my own. T +ried carrying a box of

comic books into the garage, but {)7/ now the box was
SOGGY, and the bottom gave out.

VAR
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T+ took me about a hundred rips to get
eVeryﬂ\ihs into the garage. But T Vrobably
shouldn+ have even BOTHERED, because most of
my stuff was qlready RUINED.

T ﬁsure& T could still make ONE sale, -H\oush.
T +old Mom that paper flower was all hers for
three bucks. Uhfor-fuha-fely b)f then she'd chahsed

her mind.

28



We&hesdaz

T'm ac+uo\||>/ kind of GLAD hoboc}y boush-r ahfﬂ\ihs
from my yard sale the other dqy, becavse if T
ever 3e+ FAMOUS, +hat stuffis gohha be worth
a LOT more mohey ‘H\o\h I was dSkihs for .

1’4 feel ?re‘Hy dumb if I sold one of m7l old
homework assignments for F-'Hy cents and then
someone auctioned it off later on for a few

+housand dollars.

SOLD 10 e

GENTLEMAN IN
THE STRIPED TIE!

One Jay, +\\e7/'|| ?robably make my childhood home
into one of those ‘Jlaces schools visit on field trips.

29



And if THAT }\a?‘)ehs s -H\e)/'re gohna want o
have all the avthentic stuff T owned growing up.

The reason T'm not ALREADY famous is because
when you're a kid, -H\ey keep you busy with school
and homework, so there’s not a lot of time lef+
over to make a NAME for yourseh[.

But one of the ways a kid can ac+ua||>/ get famous
is by becoming a HERO. M}/ parents watch the
news eVer)l hig}ﬂ', and there’s qlways a s+or7'
about a kid saving someohe from chokihs or
something like that.

30



ﬂ\e Pro{>|em s, ‘H\ose kinds of o‘)‘)oﬁuhﬂ'ies don’t
come around that OFTEN. And believe me, T've
tried to put myseh[ in the n'sH' place for that
sort of +\\ih3 to \\a??eh.

» 3@“ I[o) Y
y /
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But Thve gotten kind of tired of WAITING, so
T decided +o +r>/ and create a sitvation where T
was GUARANTEED +o be a hero. T figured if
T saved someone from a Jos a-H'ack, 'H\e)l'c} make
a statve of me and ?u+ it in the town ?ark , which
would be Pre++7 cool.

Rowley didnt seem so sure about my idea when T
ex?hiheJ it to him. But when T said he'd be o part
of the statue, oo, he c}mhsecl his 4une.

D

So T got some bacon out of our refrisera-i'or and
had Rowley stuff it in his Vocke-ts. Then we went
around +\\e heis}xbor\\ood |ool<a'h3 for some DOGS.

32



We DID attract some Joss, but -H\e)l weren't the
kind T was LOOKING for.

™M

e, (Y
Rowley got so nervous about the Joss -Fo"owihs
us +ha+ }\e ATE -H\e uncooked bacoh, whid\ Tve

heard can be reo\lly BAD for you- So T +old his
Pareh‘rs what }\a‘)?ehed , and -H\e)/ +ook him o a
doctor Jus+ Yo be sure.
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T guess T saved Rowley's life after all, which
does sort of make me a hero, if you +hink about
. But T don't know if +that's really the kind of
+’nih3 ﬂ\ey make into a statve.

Mdybe I'm ‘ﬂ\ihkihs +o0 SMALL wi‘H\ ‘ﬂ'\is statue
idea, anyway. TfT do Some-ﬂxihs REALLY bis,
-H\ey'll make my birﬂwday into a nhational hohda)/.

That would be ?re++7l awesome, because +hen

everyone will get the Jay off from school and
work, and +\\e>/’|| have ME 4o +hank for it.

34



The thing is, whenever there’s a Ja)l off from
school for a hational holi&ay, T nhever even
THINK about +he person it's named after. T Just
\\o?e that on MY \\oh’Ja)/, ?eovle will s?ehJ the
whole Jay re-ﬂedihs on my life.

But with MY luck +\\e>/’|| Just use it as an
o??or-l'uhiv Yo sell furniture or Some-ﬂ\ihs.

s THE GREG HEFFLEY WEEKEND

HOLIDAY SALE!

WITH PRICES SO LOW IT'S

END TABLES!
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APRIL
All the rain we've been getting has been mkihs
eVery‘H\ihs grow like crazy. And +hat rea||7
s-h'hks, becavse i+'s MY Job Yo weed our sardeh.

T don't know w}x)l Mom gove me +his Job, because
she knows T'm BAD at it. T can't+ tell the
difference between a weed and Someﬂ\ihs -H\a-f's

SUPPOSED +o be in ‘H\e so\rdeh ) o\hJ I kee‘)
n'??ihs vp +he wrohg stoff b)f mistake.

Tm s-hll not convinced there ac+ua||>/ IS a
difference between a weed and a ‘>|ah+. T bet

there are ?laces in the world where ‘Jeo‘ﬂe +hink
ASPARAGUS s a weecl, and n'sH' now -H'\ere's

some kid my age bus-h'hs his }wmy ‘Jullihs it vp.
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T don+t understand w\v GRASS isn't considered
a weed, because it sure looks like one to ME. But
?eoyle like my dad s?ehd their entire weekends

'h‘)lihs to get +heir lawn o look Just n'sH' so -H'\e)l

can impress +heir heisH)ors.

T +ell you thist When T get a place of my
OWN, T'm gonna PAVE the whole yarJ. That
way T wn sPehJ my weekends ENJOYING
myself.

37



Tm gohha save a TON of money b)f paving +he
yqrd. M}l dad s?ehJs a FORTUNE on lawn
fertilizer, and T don’+ think that stuff's GOOD
for you And the proof is my neighbor Fregley,
who's always out in his yard n's}\-r after -H\ey spray.

T Pre++7/ sure all those lawn chemicals can mess

with your GENES. So if T end vp with a third
eye or Some-ﬂ\ihs, Tm gohna blame my PARENTS.

38



When T have my own ?ldce, EVERYTHING’S
gonna be different. And T'm not just talking
about the LAWN, either.

T USED +o think T wanted to live in a big
mansion wiﬂ\ a siqh-i' 34+e around it. But -H'\eh

T redlized if T was famous, eVeryohe would know

where T LIVED.

CELEBRITY
HOME TDURS
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So my NEW plan is to buld a rea"y SMALL
house that doesn't attract a lot of attention.
And then all the GOOD stuff will be
UNDERGROUND.

Tve got ideas for what's gohna go onh each level.
Th fact, T Jus+ finished Jesishihs the fif+h floor
last week, and it's ?robably my FAVORITE.

4o
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T'm a little worried about living UNDERGROUND,
ﬂ\oush ) because my broﬂ\er Rodrick lives in our

basement, and T'm not sure that's HEALTHY.
So T'm gohna have 4ons of screens that LOOK
like windows to make it feel like T'm |ivihs on the

||||

surface.

g

|
|
|

S =
M}/ Nouse is gohna be BIG, so itll take me a

while +o get from ?che to ‘Jldce. That's wh)/ Tm
planning on having moving sidewalks eVerywhere.

YEAH, T KNOW,

WARNING! THE
MOVING
WALKWAY IS
COMING TO
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M}/ bath+ub is gohna be made of 3|ass, and i+l sit
inside a giant aguarium so T con feel ke T'm in

+the OCEAN.




M}/ Securi-l)/ sysﬁ'em iS gohha be SUPER \\is}\
tech. Tve Jesished all sorts of booby +ra‘>s for

anyone who tries +o get inside.

And if someone gets past the front door, Tl
J'us+ wait them out in "'7' \adhic room, which is
gohna have steel walls that are +hree feet thick.

H



EVery so often Tl ?robably have o ‘>ar+7 or

Someﬂ\ihs so ?eoyle can see how awesome my Nouse
is. But if +\\e7l s-hay too LATE, T'll have a way Yo
get them out of there and back vp to street level.

All +his stuff is gonna be EXPENSIVE, so
it's going o take a while for me to save ehoush

mohey to make it ha‘)?eh. Bt T -ﬁsure it cant
hurt 4o start planning NOW.
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Fn'daz
'I was Joihs my *\omework last his‘ﬂ' wheh Dd&
called me downstairs. Mom was at the kitchen

table, and she seemed ?re-Hy upset.

Dad +told us Great Aunt Reba ?dSSCJ away in her
slee?. T have o LOT of great avnts, ﬂ-\ous‘\ , and

at first T couldnt remember which one she was.

Mom reminded me that Aunt Reba was the one
who used +o send me angry letters when T forgot
+o write her ﬂ\dhk-you notes for my birﬂ\dtxy
mohey. Ahcl +\\eh I knew EXACTLY w‘xic‘x one

s\\e was.

'I guess MANNY remembered Auh+ Reba ) because
he seemed ‘:vre+-|7 uvse-i' she had died.
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So +ohi3¥\+ Mom read him a book she read +o ME

when Meemaw ?o\ssed o\way.

fRGSTON PLalyPys
Says Goo//d-byv

Mom has a whole SHELF of these Preston Pla-iy‘)us
books, and each one covers a different Yopic.
She'd pull one out every time T'd have +o deal with
Someﬂ\ihs NEW.
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When T found +the books in Mom's closet, T read
them all in one afternoon. T ?robably shouldn'+
have done +\w+, 'ﬂ\oush, becavse those books
turned me into a nervous WRECK.

Goes to the
entist

“oo""
n(‘
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One of the books was about how Preston P|a+>/‘>us
was sad that a tree in his yarJ died and had +o
be cut down. Well, when my parents said -H'\e)l
needed +o take down a dead tree in OUR 7/arJ p
T was a +otal MESS.

S

Wi
So my parents decided NOT +o cho\a it down.
But then a few weeks later the tree fell in a
windstorm and took out )na”: our deck.




ﬂ\e Preston P|a+7/?us books all follow ‘ﬂ-\e same
basic formula. A+ first, Preston’s worried about
sameﬂ\ihs, and then his mom tells Nim -H'\ihss are
gohha be OK, and she turns ovt to be RIGHT.

T guess ﬂ\e reason 1 ke\)-i' readihs -H\ose books

was becavse T qlways ho?ecl there would be a bis
TWIST a+ the end. And then T'd be Jisav\:oih-l'ec}
w\\eh -H\ere WASN'T.

So T started coming up with my OWN eh&ihss +o
the books. And when Mom saw what T drew in the
back of “Preston P|a-|7‘>us Goes o the Zoo," she

took me to see a counselor.
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Sa+urdaz
T°d“)' was Aunt Reba’s funeral. Mom said we had
to go because Aunt Reba didn'+ have much family,

so we needed o s)now our suﬂ)or'h

She old us we all had +o wear BLACK 4o the
funeral, but when Rodrick came out wearing the

outfit he wore to his last rock concert, Mom made
‘\im 90 back inside and CHANGE.

%
|~
ot

That's w\\y we were fifteen minutes late to the
funeral. When we got there, the service had already
s+ar+ec}, so we Jus-i' stood in the back behind a

crowd of Peo‘ﬂe. IJJ never been in a ceme-l'ery
for that LONG before, so T felt a little
NERVOUS.
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That's because Rodrick always says +hat when you

90 by a ceme+er>/, you heeJ ‘o holc} your breaﬂ\
S0 you don't swallow a GHOST. Well, T held

my breq-ﬂ\ for as |oh3 as I COULD +on>/, but
there was no WAY T could make it -H\roush +he

whole funeral.
n e . ® .

T Just \\o\)e T didn't swallow any shos-i's, because
middle school is hard ENOUGH without {)eihs
Possessed by a person from the 1600s.

— | e——

I L
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Some of the tombstones had quotes on them, and
+hat got me ‘ﬂ\ihkihs about what T want written
on MINE. Ho\)efu“y T say Someﬂ\ihs really
WISE ris\'d' before T die, and 'H\ey'll carve my

last words onto my tombstone.

But T ?robably say Some-ﬂ\ihs really DUMB,
and +\\e7l'|| vse it anyway.

N (
HEFFLEY

“Does this have
Wha chickpeas in it? |w~
Because I'm .
Wi, allergic to R TVOY
chickpeas.’ W

Wi N
\/‘L:"immmwmmmmma

Tve got a lot of questions about what ha??ehs

to you after you die. For one -H\ihs, T wanna
know how you LOOK in the afterlife.

53



Tf eVeryohe's appearance is frozen when -H\e)/ pass
away, then Heaven ?robably looks a lot like Leisure

Towers.

T wanna know what you WEAR up in Heaven,
too. TF you’re stuck in the clothes )lou had on

Just before you died, T seriously ho\ae ho+hih3 bad
haﬂaehs to me on HALLOWEEN.




TN el you thist T wannha s-ha)/ alive for as |oh5 as
T can. But T wouldnt want o live FOREVER.

W\\eheVer you see a moVie about someone w\\o

becomes IMMORTAL, +here’s always a CATCH
+hat +o+a||7 ruins it.

THE GOOD NEWS
IS, YOURE GONNA
LIVE FOREVER!

THE BAD NEWS IS, YOURE
A VAMPIRE AND YOU
HAVE TO DRINK PEOPLE'S
BLOOD TO SURVIVE.

PLUS YOU
CAN'T GO
OUTSIDE IN
DAYLIGHT.

When o person is immor+tal, -H\ey a|ways Nave o
HIDE i+ from everyone else. T guess if Veoyle

kvow you cwan+t die, -H\ey treat you like a
MONSTER or some‘ﬂ\ihs.
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But if T was immortal, T wouldn't even TRY +o
hide i+. Tn 'fdd, T'd mention i+ eVery chance T
COULD.

YEAH, WELL, I

caN'T DIE, so
WHATEVER!

MAKE SURE YOU
FASTEN YOUR
SEAT BELT!

Th school we learned about the world’s religions
and how everyone believes different -H\ihss. Tn
some ?laces, +\\e>/ believe that when you die, yov
get reborn as someone ELSE.

Some people +hink you can come back as a +o+a||>/

different creature, like an animal or an insect or

sameﬂ\ihs. And WHAT you come back as Je\:em}s
on if you were GOOD or BAD.

Well, +hat ac+ua||)l makes me a little worried,
because T've done a few -H\ihss n my life T'm not
ﬂ\d‘i‘ ?roud of.
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Ahd f PLANTS }\aVe -Fee|ihss b -H\eh I couH
REALLY be in 4rovble.

HoPe-fu“y there’s still ehous}\ time for me to make
+\\ihss risH'. Becavse T sen'ously dont want to
come back as a Juhs beetle in my next life.
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Mom old us Auh+ Reba didn'+ ho\Ve a lot of
family, but she did have lots of FRIENDS, which
would ex\alaih wh)l there were so many \veo\ﬂe at

her funeral.

Well, T'd better start aclclihs some nhew friends
MYSELF, or T'm not gohha draw much of a

crowd when it's all over for me.

Wheh -H\e service ehded +oda>/, eVeryohe s+ar+ed
4o leave. T +\\ou3}\+ T4 recoghize SOME \7eo\7|e,
becavse T know +hat Aunt Reba had a cou‘>|e

of sisters who are still alive. But T didn't see
ANYBODY T knew, which was weird.
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Mom seemed confused, too. When the crowd
thinned out, we made our way to the 3raVesi+e.
And that's when we fisured out we'd been at the
WRONG FUNERAL.

1|

B)l -H\e +ime we 30+ +o Auh+ Reba's grave, -H\e

ceremony was over and everyone was a|read7/ gone.

All T can sa)l is, T ho?e Aunt Reba was
|ookih3 down from HeaVeh and *\dvihs a 300&
laus\\ about us missing her funeral. But from
what T remember about her, she wasn+ really
+he +7/\>e of person o have a 3ooJ |aush about
ANYTHING.
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Mohdaz

Dun'hs dinner +ohis}\+, Mom said we nheeded +o

have a family meeting. And famﬂy meetings are
never much FUN.

Mom 4old us Aunt Reba lived a reqlly humble life
in a small apartment, but that she had been
careful with her mohey and made some rea||7
smart investments. Well, T had NO idea wh)l
Mom was +e||ih3 vs all +his.

But then came the big news. Mom said that Aunt
Reba lef+ all her mohey 1o her FAMILY. And i+
took me a second to realize that included US.

A\)\)arehﬂy, when you find out this sort of news
you're not Suﬂ)osecl 1o act HAPPY about it,
becavse T guess that's Jisres?ec-rful to the person
who Passed away. But hoboc!y told vs KIDS +hat.
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After Mom got vs o settle down, she said we

needed o \\GVe a serious discussion about whd‘l' o

do wiﬂ\ our INHERITANCE.

T qlrea&y knew EXACTLY how T was gohna
s?ehd MY share.




Rodrick said he wanted +o use HIS share +o buy a
tour bus for his band, and Dad wanted +o buy some
reall)l expensive figurines for his Civil War diorama.
Mahhy wanted o use HIS mohey +o fill vp his

be&room wiﬂ\ chocohﬁ‘e ?uddihs for some reason.

But Mom shot down eVeryohe's ideas. She said
we were makihg this decision as a FAMILY, and
whatever we did with the mohey was gohha have

1o benefit EVERYBODY.

Then she told vs HER idea, which was o use the
mohey for HOME TMPROVEMENTS.
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EVeryohe else thought that was a really BORING
idea, bt not ME. T ran vpstairs to get the
blue\)rih-l's for my dream house, and T went
ﬂ\rous}\ ‘H\em, floor 57' floor.

But Mom said +he money Aont Reba lef+ us
wouldn't even pay for the ice-ska-h'hs rink T
designed for +he second level. So T 4ried out some
of my LESS expensive ideas, like the couch with a
bult-in toilet.
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Mom wasn'+ crazy about THOSE ideas, either. She
said she was ‘ﬂ\ihkihs about using +he mohey for an
ADDITION. Well, +hat sounded like « GREAT
idea to ME. T figured if we added two more
stories to the +0\7 of our house ) +hen eVeryohe in

the 'Fdrm")' could have their own FLOOR.




Rodrick wanted +o make the addition into a
recor&ihs studio, and Dad wanted +o make it all
slass so he could show off his Civil War diorama +o

ﬂ\e heishbors. /_

Mahhy had his OWN idea for what +o put in
the addition, but T think it was mostly just the
chocolate ?uddihs -H\iha again.

Of course Mom didn't like any of OUR ideas, and
she said she had a +o+a||>/ DIFFERENT plan for
what the addition should be.
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Mom said she’s always wanted a bisser KITCHEN,
and she was really excited to use the money for

THAT.

None of us reall)l liked that idea, 'H\oush, and we
ke\ﬁ' braihsi'ormihs OTHER H\ihss we could put

n -H\ere.

But now Mom was MAD. She said she was the ohly
person in +he -family who ever sent Aunt Reba a
+\\qhk-you note for qh)l'ﬂ\ihs, so SHE was gohna
Jecide how ‘o use ‘H\e mohey. Ahd for some reason b
that was the end of +he conversation.




See, +his is why |eavih3 your relatives money is a bad
idea. A|| it does is make eVeryohe MISERARBLE.

Tm not planning on leaving ANY mohey behind
when T go- Tm gohna s?ehd every last cent so
there’s hoﬂ\ihs lef+ for ?eo?le 4o FIGHT over.

THEATER 4
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T can GUARANTEE +hat me and my brothers
are gohha 1[1'3\\-{' over whatever inheritance we get
from Mom ahd DGCL Ahd Ijm ALREADY worried
that T'm not gonna get my fair share.
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That's becavse when T first learned +o write my
hame, Rodrick made me sish a bunch of ?ieces of
paper. And who KNOWS what kinds of +¥\ih35
T asreed 4o back then.

Rodrick alwa)ls sa)'s Ke's the “firstborn,” so he'll
get our Pareh-rs' Kouse and all theirMONEY,
too. But T don'+ think it works like +hat

ah)lmore .
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1-( \Ne’s RIGHT, ‘l'\\ous}\ b 'H\eh I’m 3|aJ I’m 'ﬂ\e
SECOND in line and not the THIRD, because
Mahh)l's got NO chance at getting ahy money
with two older brothers in front of him. And
that's +he reason T alwqys watch my back around

+hat kid.
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MAY
Sa+urdaz
The great -H\ihs about this addition is that i+
gives me sameﬂ\ihs Yo brds about +o Row|e7 on our
way +o school.

T +old him how our new kitchen is gonhna have

granite countertops and a tile floor and brand-new
appliances. But instead of getting JEALOUS, he
acted HAPPY for me. So T don+ understand what

kind of gome he's ?layihs.

Rowley’s house is hewer than ours, and it's a lot
Y

BIGGER , ‘Yoo.
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And that’s not right, because Row|e7/'s an oh|7l
CHH , So he Joesh"l' even NEED all -H\a-f room.

Back wheh Rowley first moved in, I told ‘\im

we s\\ouH ‘h’ade ‘\ouses to make ﬂ\ihss more
FAIR. Rowle)l ‘H\ous*\‘l' that was a 300& idea,

but uh-(orﬁ'uhaﬁ'el)l his dad DIDN'T. And T +hink
+hat's what got me ahd Mr. Jefferson started off
on the wrong foot.

AN
QD

Ahyway, T ac+ua||>/ getting kind of EXCITED

for construction +o besih, because it's gonhna be

NICE \\avihg some more space. Bt T guess
+\\e7'Ve 3o++a do a buhd\ of ?aver\fvork before -ﬂ-\ey
can get started for real.
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Dad wants to fix a few -H\ihss around the house
before construction besihs ahyway, and he wants me

and Rodrick 4o HELP Kim.

Dad says once me and Rodrick get our OWN
\)laces, we're gonna }\aVe +o know how 1o do re\adirs
OURSELVES. T kee? telling Dad +hat 571 +he
+ime we're HIS age, we won + HAVE 4o fix ‘ﬂ\ihss

ourselves. But he never seems to want to hear it.

\hﬂ\eheVer Dad 4ries to +eac}\ me ‘\ow 1o do some‘ﬂ'\ihs
new, 1 always Nave trovble followihs a|oh3. A couyle
of weeks ago he showed me and Rodrick how to
c\\ahse a tire, but I guess I lost interest wheh he
started +a|kih3 about lug nuts and air pressure.
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Dad was frustrated T wasn't \aayihs attention,
and he asked me what T'm gonha do if T ever
get stuck by the side of the road with a flat ire.
T 4old him T'm planning on buyihs a WHISTLE,
and T Just blow it if T ever need hel‘).

7 ‘vIEE'l(.' \
(

N\ iy Z
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'I guess ﬂ\d‘i‘ was ‘H\e wrong answer, 'ﬂ'\ous\\ h
becauvse since ‘ﬂ\eh Dacrs been on my case Yo learn

how to do ﬂ\ihgs for MYSELF.

Today Dad said he was gohna +each me how
+o “snake a drain,” which didn't sound like
fun +0o ME. And when T found out it was a
PLUMBING ﬂ\ihs, T got SCARED.

T've had a fear of Plumbihs ever since T was
a litte kid. T+'s all becavse T overheard Mom
talking to Dad outside my bedroom just after we

moVeJ n.

THE GROUT IN
THIS BATHROOM
IS REALLY

™




What T didn'+ know THEN was that grout is +he
gritty stuff between the bathroom tiles. But when
Mom said that word, it put a picture in my mind.

Since I’J never SEEN -H\e Grou+, I 'Fisurecl it
must hide in +he pipes whenever T walked into the
bathroom. So that made me nervous around faucets

and drains.




'I was scared +\\a+ one Jay -H\e Grout was gohnha
3ra{> one of my ankles when T was in the shower

and ?ull me down the drain.

And T didn't feel safe in Mom and Dad’s
bd-ﬂ\room, eiﬂ\er, becavse T fisurec! -ﬂ\e Grouvt
could Jus+ sliﬂ\er ‘H\rous}\ ﬂ\e ‘>i‘>es and 3e+ me in
THERE if i+ wanted +o.

T -H\ous\ﬁ maybe T could at least stop +he
Grout from getting out of the fawcets b}l
BLOCKING +them. So one qu T went around
+\\e \\ouse ?uH'ihs balloons over all of ﬂ\e nozzles,
which turned out 4o be a ?re-Hy dumb move now
that T think about it.
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T knew T needed o way +o DEFEND myself if

the Grout ever came after me while T was vsing
the bathroom. And T found the Perfed weapon
in the cabinet underneath the sink.

——
35

From -H\eh onh, if T was in 'H\e bq'ﬂmroom, T was

ARMED.
|O l

But later T started +o worry +hat the Grouvt

mis}ﬁ S||"> out of -H\e baﬂ\room and 3e+ me in my
BEDROOM.
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And a few times T was sure it was ac+ua||7l ris\\-l-
ﬂ\ere n ﬂ\e room WITH me.

/

But wheh T woke vp n H\e morhihs, -ﬂ\e Grout
was GONE.

[P
vl
"(_ BLINK
= eLINK

Fihally, T +old Mom T was +oo scared o sleev
alone becavse T was afraid of the Grout.
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Mom +\\ou3¥\+ the whole -ﬂ\ihs was HILARIOUS
and showed me what grovt REALLY was.

Then she +old me that a monster is oh|7 real if you
BELIEVE i it, ahJ if I s+o?‘)eJ -H\ihkihs -ﬂ\e
Grout was real, i+ would DISAPPEAR.

T realized that was EXACTLY what the Grouvt
would WANT me to think, and T wondered if
the Grout was ac+uq||7 \vre‘l'ehdihs 1o be MOM.

So from that Poih‘i' on, T ke\)‘l' m)l bedroom door
LOCKED, Just in case.

I'VE CUT UP
SOME ORANGE
SLICES FOR YOU,
SWEETIE!

N




EVeh+ua||7 T guess T DID stop believihs in
the Grout. Well, a+ least until TODAY, when

Dad uhclossed the drain and \au"eJ ouvt a 3|ol>
of HAIR. And for ME, that's all the Vroof T
NEEDED.

CCREAM;

¢ .
.
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T spent the rest of +he Jay locked in my room.
And that was where T ?lahhed on STAYING,
at least until Dad ook my door off the Hhses

wH'\\ a screeriVer.

T didnt even know you could DO +hat. So Dad
should be \\d\)\)}/, becauvse he ac+ua||7 +aush+ me
someﬂ\ihs NEW ‘I'ocla)l.
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Suhdaz
“This morning, Dad woke me and Rodrick vp early

and told us we had o g with him +o the home
improvement store. e said he had o Jay of chores

lined vp for us, and we needed o get some 5u‘>‘>|ies.

T+'s been a while since we went +o the home
improvement store, and the last time we were
there, we got kicked out. That's because Mahhy
used the tolet on the Jisvlay floor.

Dad went off 4o find stuff to fix the was\\ihs
machine p and he sent me and Rodrick +o 3e+ some

other +¥\ihss, like wood stain and ‘Jdih-l'brushes.
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lﬁ" tell you +’nis-’ I-F 'H\ere’s ever a zombie invasion
or Someﬂ\ihs like +)na+, Tm heo\dihs STRAIGHT
for the home irn\)roVemeh-i' store. Because there’s

stuff in there that can do some SERIOUS Jamase.

|8 &

When we got back home, Dad told me and
Rodrick we were gonna stain the deck. He said
we'd have +o ?qih-i' around the hot +ub since it

was ‘oo \\edvy to move.

Hohes+|7, T wish we never GOT +the hot +ub,
because +¥\a+ ‘H\ihs \ms been ho-H\ihs but
TROUBLE.
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This winter, the hot +ub almost KILLED me,
not ONCE, but TWICE.

One hig}ﬂ' we had a bis storm, and the strap
holdihs Jowh ﬂ\e ‘\o‘f +ub cover came thohe. So
Dad told me T had 4o get out +here and FIX i

After T got on all my winter gear, T went
outside to deal with this -H\ihs. The cover was
-ﬂaPPihs around like CRAZY, and it wasn'+ easy
+r>'ih3 +o wrestle it back down. And Just when
T -H\ous\ﬁ T HAD i, o ba’s sus+ of wind came
ahd blew +\\e cover clear off -H\e Jeck.
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But T was sl hoHihs on to the cover, so T
went ﬂyihs WITH it.

T£ there hadn't been three feet of SNOW on
the srouhd, that would've been IT for me.

After T checked to make sure T didn'+ have dh}’
broken bohes, I Jrassed -H\e cover -H\roush -H\e
show and vp the stairs. Ahd b)f the +ime T 3o+
1o the TOP, T was comvle‘l’ely EXHAUSTED.
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But that's not the end of the story. The hose
Dad used to FILL the hot tub was running down
the stairs, and it was frozen SOLID. So when T
STEPPED on the hose, T slid all the way back
down to +the BOTTOM and almost broke my neck
on the |ahdih3.

Rodrick’s had ?rob|ems with the hot +ub, 4oo. He
vsed it all winter, but had a bad habit of ‘Fd"l'hs
ASLEEP in it. So Mom would qlways have 4o make
sure he wasnt still outside when she went to bed
for the hisH'.
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But one +ime Mom -Forso-l' to check on Rodrick
before she went o slee‘), and didnt realize he
was out there until the MORNING.

T+ 4ook someﬂ\ihs like two WEEKS for Rodrick’s
skin to smooth out so he could stop |oo|<ih5 ke a
PRUNE. Ahd Juriha 'ﬂ\d‘l’ +time , his Hs‘\ sc\\ool
had their yearbook ‘ﬂ\oi’os taken.
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Rodrick Heffley

A few months back, Dad drained the hot +ub,
and there hasnt been any water in it SINCE.
T'm Just ho‘:ihs we get RID of that -H'\ihs before
it causes any SERIOUS damage.

W\\ile we were s+aihih3 -ﬂ\e deck near -ﬂ\e ‘\o-i'
+ub +oJa7, T Keard a buzzihs noise, and -H'\oug‘\-l'
maybe someone accideh‘l'all)/ lef+ the heater ruhhing.
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So 1 |i-f+ed ‘ﬂ\e cover to check. AhJ as Sooh das I
DID, T knew T was in TROUBLE.

Some wasps had made a NEST underneath the
cover, and now +\\e7l were all stirred vp- T
made a sudden move, T was gohna get STUNG.
T didnt know what 4o DO, but Rodrick made the
decision FOR me.
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The wasps went BERSERK, and T Jroy\:ecl +he
hot +ub cover, then RAN for it. Somehow me and
Rodrick BOTH mhqsed Yo get inside without
getting stung.

We were reall)l Iucky, becavse T've read that wasps
can sting you MULTIPLE +imes, unlike a regular
hoheybee, which can ohly sting you ONCE.

T wonder what it's like khowihs +hat if you sting
someone, you'd DIE . Tf T was a \\oheybee,

T'd be tempted +o use my stinger every DAY.
ESPECIALLY if T was surrounded by bees my age.

I KNOW YOU ARE
BUT WHAT AM I?
I KNOW YOU ARE
BUT WHAT AM I?

)
©

TWITCH

TWITCH _
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But if T went ﬂ\rous)n my whole life without
ever usihs r-?/ s+ih3er, 'fm sure I'J ehJ vp
REGRETTING .

This afternoon, Dad wanted +o know wh)/ me and
Rodrick weren'+ still outside staining the back
deck. Rodrick told him about the WASPS, but

left out the part about s?rqyihs their nest with
the hose.

Then Dad said he had another Job for us in the
FRONT yard. He said the gutters were clogged
and needed c|eo\hih3, so we had o go get the
ladder out of the garage.
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Cleahihs +he gutters is my LEAST favorite
chore, because i+'s always ME who has o climb vp

the ladder.

Dad won't do i+ anymore because the LAST +ime
he did, he had a run-in with « SQUIRREL.

So now RODRICK won't go up oh the ladder,
erther. He says +he person who's the LIGHTEST
has +o do it, because -H\ey won + se+ hort as bad if
+\\e>l FALL.
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Rodrick even drew a Jiasram 1o show me +he
science behind i+. Ahd if +hat was su‘)PoseJ +o
make me feel BETTER, #+ DIDN'T.

Me Y ou
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We got +he ladder out of +he garage and carried
it to the front yard. Then we leaned i+ against

the roof, and Rodrick held +the base in Vlace so

T could climb vp-

%2




When T 3°+ to the +o‘>, T started scoo?iha +he
muJJy s|o‘> from the gutters into the trash bas
T was \\ol&ihe in my other hand. That meant T

couldn+ really hold on to the ladder, and it was

hard +o kee\) my balance.

After T cleared out that section, T climbed back
down and we moved the ladder +o another spot.
But on my fourth trip vp, T noticed the ladder
fel+ a litHe more WOBBLY +han usual.

T yellecl down to Rodrick 4o hold the ladder
STEADY, bt T didn'+ se-l' dhy response. Ah&
when T looked +o see if he was on his V}\ohe or
sameﬂ\ihs, he wasn+ even THERE.
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Ahd ﬂ\cﬁ’s w}\eh I looked -H\rous}\ ‘ﬂ\e bd‘ﬂ\room
window and saw Rodrick INSIDE THE HOUSE.

\
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T knocked on the slqss to get Nis attention.
But 1 must Ve |eahed over too FAR ) because -H\e
ladder started titing to one side.

T+ was too late for me to +r>/ and climb all the

way back down, so the ohly Vlace to go was UP.

T climbed 4o the top of the ladder and 3ra{>bed
the ere of the roof with both hands, then \aulleJ
myse” vp onto it. T did it Jus+ in time, ‘oo,
becavse the second T s+e‘>‘>ed off the ladder, i+
went crashihs 4o the srouhcl.
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So now T was stuck on the roof with no way Yo
get back down. T yelleé out, *\o‘m’hs Mom or Dad
would hear me. But T was ‘)re-Hy sure Dad was in
the lauhdry room fixihs +he sthihs machine, and
T hadn't seen MOM all morhing.

Then T sPo‘H'eJ Mr. Larocca dn’vihs Nis lawn mower
out of his shed, and T thought T was SAVED. T
+n'ed SHOUTING +o h’m b but ‘\e cou|Jh'+ }\ear

me over -H\e sound of -H\e mower.
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T -Fisured T could get Mr. Larocca’s attention 571
ﬂ\rowihs some of the 9oop from the su-Hers in
front of his mower +o get Nim to stop and look up.

So T seoo?ed up some s|udse and aimed for a
spot in Mr. Larocca’s ?q-ﬂ\. Bt T guess T
miscalculated a little, because T nailed the mower

with a direct HIT.

And believe me, T couldn+ make that shot again
¥ T Nad a HUNDRED more +ries.

6



Mr. Larocca s+o‘>‘>ed his mower and tried +o figure
out where the ambush CAME from. T decided
maybe #+ wash+ so bad 4o be stuck on the roof
AFTER all, and T scrambled 4o the other side

w\\ere he wou|Jh’+ be able o see me.

1 \‘ud behihd ‘H\e chimhey, wh’c}\ was -H\e ohly
s\w&y Place on the roof. And even there, i+ was

Pre++7 HOT.

T knew T could be in for a long wait, and

after a while T started worryihs about getting
DEHYDRATED.

'\
| 1 ]
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So T +ook off most of my clothes, becavse T
didn't want to SWEAT +too much. T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ
that f T got redlly Jes?erﬂe, T mi3¥\+ be able
to wring some moisture out of my SOCKS. But T
was really \\o?ihs it wouldn't come to that.

N

T knew that if T didn't do same'ﬂxihs o save
myse” ) +\\e>/’J eVeh+ua||>/ find me in one of ‘ﬂ'\ose
satellite ?\\o-l'os.
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T+ was too far +o Jum‘) DO\A/N, so that was
out of ﬂ\e ques-h'oh. Ahcl even if I landed on
the back deck without killihs myseh[, +hose wasps
would ?robably finish me off.

Then T remembered there was a window on the side
of the house above +he garage. So T lowered myself
down from the roof and onto the |e43e , which was
BARELY within reach.

Luckily, the window wasn+ LOCKED. T oyeheJ
it Jus-l‘ wide ehoua‘\ for me 1o fit inside ) and I
sc‘ueezecl -H\rous\\.

9



ﬂ\e wthow |ed +0 Mom ahd Dacl’s bo\‘ﬂ'\!’oom, ahd
the leése was rish-f above their TOILET.

T put one foot down on top of the toilet +ank,
and -H\eh I tried o ?u+ rn)/ OTHER foot down on
top of the LID. But T didn'+ notice the seat was
UP until i+ was +oo LATE.

So how my ankle was STUCK, and T couldn’+
?ull my foot out, no matter how hard T tried. T
guess T was mkihs a lot of noise +r7lih3 to get
mysel-F free, because that was when T found out
where MOM had been all this time.
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And i+ reall)l wash + fun exvldihihs the situation to
Dad when HE came into the bathroom.

So it wash'+ a great Jo\)f for me. But the 3ooJ hews

is, Mom said that from now on we're se-H'ihs our

gutters cleaned 57' PROFESSIONALS.
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Tuesdnz
T+ turms out T'm not the ONLY one who 3o+

re\)laced by someone who ac+ua||7 knows what
+\\e>/’re Joihs. T+ \\a‘)‘)ehed 4o DAD, +oo.

Dad +ook the was}\ihs machine apart but couldn’+
put i+ back together. So Mom made him hire o

\)lumber to fix it.

2@

T+'s been really inconvenient living without a washing
machine. We've had o wash our clothes by hand in
the kitchen sink, which is a big pain. But Rodrick
came up with a SHORTCUT las+ hish-t, and put
his dir+7l clothes in the DISHWASHER.

Well, the dishwasher did a soocl Job WASHING
the clothes, but not DRYING +them.
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Ahd w}\eh Rodrick lef+ -H\e house o 90 ‘o sd\ool
ﬂ\is morhihs, Hs c|o+\\es were still WET.

So \\e useJ Hs van to AIR-DRY Hs c|o+\\es on -H\e
way to school.
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Unfortunately for Rodrick, that got the attention
of the POLICE, who ?ulleJ Nim over.

N

: T.»l:b -6
DIPER‘

,_&\—-

That's wh Mom made Dad call someone +o fix the
washhs mchhe But T didn't know the \vlumber was
in +he house until T walked past +he |athr7/ room.

e

- [a)
The avy must've known what he was DOING,

becauvse \\e 3°+ ﬂ\e sthihs mchihe vp and ruhhihs.
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But -H\ihss ended kind of awkwar&ly when Mahhy
tried +o poy +he ‘>|um{>er using Mom's credit card.

Wedhesdaz

When T came home from school +this afternoon,
there were a bunch of workers and heav)l machihery

ih our yard.




T was super EXCITED, because that meant this
addition was fihally ‘\qﬂ)ehihs for REAL.

A guy was using a backhoe +o Jis the Nole for
the foundation, and it was CRAZY +o see how
POWERFUL +hat ﬂ\ihs was.

Me and Rowley tried +o Jis a hole 0 China once,
and we quit after a few hours. But if we could’ve
soﬁeh our hands on one of THESE -H\ihss, we
m;3h+’Ve ac+ua||>/ ?ulleJ i+ off.




Tm wahden’hﬂ if 4he crew would let me +ake the
backhoe out for a SPIN. Becavse T could use i+
+o Pull the most epic ?rqhk EVER at my school.

T+ was pretty hot +oda7, and T think Mom felt
bad for the auys who were workihs hard. So she
made some cold drinks and broush-l' them outside.




T+ kind of backfired b 'ﬂ\ous}\ ) because after
ﬂ\d‘l‘, -H\e workers started comihs inside to use -ﬂ\e

BATHROOM.
O ~
J —_—0— A
é% g

And when a line formed for the DOWNSTAIRS
bdﬂ\room, ﬂ\e bisses-i' 3u7/ on H\e construction crew
}\eaded UPSTAIRS +o find ahoﬂ\er toilet.

(L ]
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And that guy was cqrryihs a MAGAZINE, so T
got +he -Feelihs he wasn't headihs vp there o go
Number One.

I wanted to +r>l and STOP him, so I \aresse& -H\e
“test” button on the smoke detector to set it off.




“The workers all got out of our house ‘)re-Hy

QUICK, but +\\e7l weren+ the ONLY ones who
+\\oush+ +here was an actual emergency.

MANNY ‘H\ous\'d' so, “too. Ahd wheh -H\e smoke
detector went off, he threw all his stuffed animals
out his bedroom window, then ho‘)‘nd onto the ‘)ile.
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Mom and Dad weren'+ }\a‘)w/ with me for the
smoke detector thing, but T don't think they

were crazy about -H\e workers usihs our bd'ﬂ\rooms,

EITHER. So this evening, Mom ordered one of
+hose por-ta-poties for the work site, and now

eVer)lboJ)l's “\d??}'

Yes-l'erJa)I, ﬂ\e construction crew ?oureJ concrete
for the foundation, and +oda>/ +he7 started
-framihs the addition. T ﬂ\oua‘ﬁ' it was Vre‘H'}/
cool seeing how eVery-H\ihs was coming +03e+her.
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Uh{oﬁunmly Dad noticed that T was interested

in what was ha\)?ehihs outside ) and that ‘>u+ an
IDEA in his head.

Dad said this project was a sooJ o??or-ruhﬁy for
me 4o learn from REAL ?rofessiohdls and o \aick
up skills T can use down the road.

T wasn't reall)l on board with that ‘)'dh, -H'\ous‘\.

Most of those construction workers look like
+\\e7'Ve got really roush Nands from workihs with
all that heaVy equipment. But T use all sorts of

lotions and creams to make my hands nice and

SOFT.
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And T'd lke 4o KEEP +hem that way, because
my Nands are my best feature.

S

@!;UTTER%\_

TN A
But that was EXACTLY +he wrong -H'\ihs to +ell

my dad p because it earned me a ohe—way ticket
outside.
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T don'+t know w\\y Dad sent ME out there and
not Rodrick. Mqhhy ac+uo\||>/ wanted +o g0 WITH
me, but Dad told him he was too YOUNG +o
hel‘:. And Mahh)l didn't take i+ that well.

= \
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Dad told me T needed +o find the person in
c\wrse and see how T could ‘)Hc‘\ in. So T
asked around P and someone introduced me to the

FOREMAN, who was in his trailer.
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T guess the foreman was too busy Yo deal with
some middle sc’noo| kid , So }\e told me o 90 find a
avy hamed Buc“y and talk +o HIM.

Well, B“‘H}' was Pre-Hy easy to find, es?ecially

since his name was tattooed on Hs forehea&.

Bud&y was workihs with some suys on the
-Framihs, so T ﬂ\ous\ﬁ T'd start off b)f +e||ih3
them who T WAS. But -ﬂ\ey weren+ as irn\:resseJ
as T THOUGHT -H\ey should be.

Va,




T +old +hese auys T was out there 4o HELP
ﬂ\em. So BucHy +o|cl me *\e }\acl a REALLY

impor-tant J'ob, which was 4o hold up & wall +¥\e7
had Just framed.

And T DID feel \are++7l important for a while, at
least until T realized +he wall was holdihs ITSELF

up on its own.

——-——| F—
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Once T understood it was a PRANK, T fisured
this is just the way construction workers joke

around with one another. So T Vicke& vp a Rammer
ahd dsked BUJJV if I couH nail some boasz
+ose+}\er or Someﬂ\ihs.
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Bud&y told me that would be GREAT, but T was
holdihs a LEFT-handed hammer, and T needed
to go find a RIGHT-handed one.

So T asked around +he Job site, and i+ took me a
lohs time to realize THAT was a Joke, +o0.

T+ hit me that since T was the )louhses-f suy ovt
here, +he other workers didn+ RESPECT me.
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T fisured +¥\e7 wanted me 4o QUIT, bt T
didn't want to give them that SATISFACTION.

T decided T was gonna PROVE myself by
warkihs }\ard ) and move vp -H\e ranks. Ahd mybe
within a week or 4wo T'd have auys like Bu&&y
reporting to ME.

So T went around the construction site finding
+\\ihss T could do +o ‘\d\) out. T filled some
buckets with water for the workers who were
mixing concrete, and T moved o \aile of 3raVe| ovt
of the way when a truck needed +o gt -H\roush.

WONK
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By the time we broke for lunch, T was feeling
pretty GOOD about myself. But T didn't want

4o kick back and relax, becavse then +hese suys
woud think T was LAZY.

So when lunch got delivered, T went around the

Job site hdhdihs out eVeryohe's orders. AhJ that
made me REALLY popular.

One avy named Luther was in the middle of mixing
a bcﬁc\\ of concrete, so T }md Yo wait before T
could hand him his meathall sb. And +o be extra
helP-ful , T uhwra‘)?ed it for him so he'd be able 4o

haVe it as soon as \\e was fc’hisheci.
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Bt T wasn'+ beihs CAREFUL, and the meatballs
slid out of ﬂ\e sub and into a bucket of wet concrete.

Luther didn'+ look like the kind of vy who'd be
hd??}' about a meathall sub with no MEATBALLS
in it. So T tossed the REST of the sub into the
bucket and backed awqy.
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And T'm SlaJ T got ovt of there when T DID,
+00. Pecause wheh Luﬂ\er accuse& BucHy of
stealing Nis meatball sub, -H\ihss got UGLY.

T snuck back +o the house, then locked the door
behind me. And when Dad asked me why T wasn'+
still out there WORKING, T +old him T was
RETIRED.
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Suhdaz

%ihss were reo\lly moVing alohs with +the addition
until our NEIGHBORS started complaining.

Mr. Larocca had an issve with the NOISE,
because he works the n.'sh+ shift at a \\os?i+a| and
needs to sleep during the J“)"

So Mom's been qskihs the workers 4o +r7l and kee\)
it Jowh, but that's not easy 1o do when )lou're
Jealihs with HAMMERS.

;
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Our other next-door heis}\bor, Mrs. Tuttle, isn't
h"‘ﬂ’)’ about the addition, EITHER.
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APPareh‘Hy one of the workers rolled a wheelbarrow
onto her ?ro?er-fy and +ram‘>|ed some of her
flowers, and now she wants us to REPLACE +hem.

M"““m\‘w
Wiy
W
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AhJ it's not Jus+ our NEXT-DOOR heisH)ors )
either. Mrs. Rutkowski lives Jidsohd")/ across the

street, and T guess ohe of ‘\er cats so+ nto our
yqrd and s+e‘>‘>ed on a nail. So she told Dad he
had o pay the VET bill.

123



All ﬂ\is com?|dihih5 IS JUS"’ s|owihs 'H\ihss
down and mkihs +he project take LONGER.

So the oh|7l person who's dc-hmlly mkihs any
PROGRESS arouhd ‘\ere is MANNY.

He found a +oy toolbox in the basement, and
he +ook some scrap wood out of the Jum‘>5+er.

T'm not exac+|7 sure what he’s buiHihs in the
chkyarc}, but i+ looks \are-Hy IMPRESSIVE.

1L

MAMA

The Jurn\:s-i'er is Jefihi-fely the best +Hh3 about
this project. Whenever +he +rash can in my
bedroom 3e+s full ) I Jus-f em‘>+7/ it into -ﬂ-\e
Jum‘as-l'er, which is n's\'d' outside my window.
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G] ABC DISPOSAL

| I | I |
What's even better than THAT is how easy i+

is now when T have 4o ‘>u+ the 4rash out on
Suh&ay night. T+'s my Job to put trash stickers
on all +he bass, then +ake eVer7i+Hh5 down +o

the curb. And that's a gant pain, es?ecially
when i+ RAINS.

T



But with the Jum\)s+er, T don't even have o deal
wiﬂ\ ﬂ\e STICKERS. I cah Jus+ c‘wck -H\e bass

s-h'ais\\'l' n. ——

lllll
T
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Tohis\ﬁ T made a ?re'H'y s-l'u‘)id mistake 5 -ﬂ-\ous‘\.
T didn'+ feel like +ql<ih3 each trash bas out of
the sdrbase can, So T +ried +o em‘ﬂ)’ it into the
JumPs-I'er all at once.
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Uh-foﬁuha+e|7 T didn't redlize how HEAVY +he
trash can was, and T couldn'+ get it all the

way over +he top of the Jum\)s-l'er. So +he whole
Sar{mse can +i‘>‘>ecl chkwqrd, and the +rash
em?-h'ed out of the bo\ss.

ABC DI

TV AV M

So now there was sarbqse EVERYWHERE, and
T had o scoop all +he +rash back into the bass.

Pl

T Pem On=p~

ABC 1
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To make matters WORSE, i+ was a wthy his\\-l-,
so the trash was blowihs EVERYWHERE. And i+
wash't a lot of fun +r7/ih3 to chase all that stuff
down in the dark.

T spent an Nour Pickihs trash out of Mr. Larocca’s
bus\\es. But I shouHJVe remembered -ﬂvﬁ he works
the hi3h+ shift and leaves at that time.

4
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Mohdaz
T got to bed super late 7es+er&a7l, becavse T had

to -h‘)l and convince Mr. Larocca that T wasn'+

+oi|e+-‘>a‘>erih3 his bushes.

T REALLY wish T had gotten a 3ooJ h@ﬁ's
slee?, +\\ou3¥\, becavse we had a {)is test at school
+his morhing, and T don't think T did m7l best.
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This was one of +hose tests the whole SCHOOL
has Yo +ake. ﬂ\e +eachers }\aVe been +r7lih5 +o 3e+

us rea&y for WEEKS, because a\:\)dreh-ﬂy +he
scores really MATTER.

T guess our school did rea")’ bacuy on this test
LAST year, and if that }\a\)\)ehs AGAIN +here
are gohhd be bque'i' cuts. Ahd +\\o\+ means some
+eachers could lose +their JOBS.

On top of that, they might have to cut some
programs, like Art and Music. T wish KIDS had
a say in what o cut, because if T was the one
makihs the «alls, P\\)/s Ed would've been on the
c\\o?‘)ihs block a long TIME ago.




The teachers have been reall)l stressed out about
this test, and the last few weeks haven't been a

lo+ of FUN.

Al +his pressure has been getting us KIDS
stressed out, too, so last week the school brou5¥\+
a Stress PU\)\))I into the |ibrdr)l Yo *\e|\> everyone
relax. But kids got too srabby with the PUpPy-
and then the PUPPY got all stressed out.
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The PRy started runhing in circles and
peeing all over +he place. So the school +ook i+
away and re?lacecl it with a Stress Lizard, and
nobody wanted to TOUCH that thing.

{ PO NOT
RAP ON /

S?edkihs of stress, T redlly wasn + |oo|<ih3
'Forwm‘d o soihs *\ome ﬂ\is afternoon 7 because
T knew +¥\e7 were gohha cut a hole in the wall
+o connect it with the addition.

T was worried -H\e)/ m.'s}\-l' acci&eh-ha"y have o

cot through the PLUMBING, and T didn't
wanha be around when THAT }mwehed.
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Rodrick ﬂ\ous}\*l' -H\e)/ were gohha use a
WRECKING BALL +o smash 'H\rous‘\ +the wall,

and his whole ?lah was to make a music Video with

his band when -H\ey DID.




So Rodrick and his bandmates were ‘>re++>/
JisaPPoih-I'eJ wheh -H\e)/ so+ -H\ere and -ﬂ-\e workers
had alrea&y o\)eheJ the wall with o power saw.

:
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T didnt see any sign of the Grout, so THAT was
a relief. But what the workers found inside the
walls was just as BAD.

The wood underneath the siJihs was ROTTEN,

because of a leak caused b)f ﬂ\e c|osse& 3u‘H‘ers.
And aPPareh‘l'ly +here was toxic mold in the walls,
so we Ve been |ivih3 with THAT all +his time, too.
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Plus, there were rodents nests in the walls, which

means we Ve been shan’hs our house with a colohy

of MICE.

T+ really creeps me out o think there’s +his
whole WORLD living inside our walls without us

even khowihs it. Ahd -H\o\-f’s w‘v I’Ve JeciJeJ w\\eh
T buid my first house, it's gohna be 1L00% GLASS.

N\ N
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Fn'daz

Ever since -H\e)/ o?ehed vp that wall, we've been
fihc}ihs mouse Jro?\)ihss on our kH’c}\eh counters.

So that means the mice are |ivih3 out in the
OPEN now.

Mom says we cant leave any food |7.'h3 around,
because then the mice will get vp on the surfaces
where we EAT. So we've been +r>/ih3 Yo kee\:
eVery‘H\ihs redlly CLEAN, o\hd I’Ve been
putting our snacks in places where the mice can't
get 1o them.

Dad’s been |ookih3 up ways to get rid of mice that

won+ HURT +hem. But Rodrick has his OWN
ideas for what to do. He wants +o b“}' a SNAKE,

and let nature take its course.
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When Mom asked Rodrick what we'd do once
the snake ate the MICE, he said we'd buy a
MONGOOSE. +o catch the snake. So remind me
not o vist RODRICK'’S )nouse w}\eh I 3e+ oHer.

The mice arent our ONLY ‘JroHem, -H'\ous‘\. We've
got WASPS in the house now, too. Mom found
ohe crawlihs on the mantel above the fire‘ﬂdce last

his\\-h and there was another one -ﬂyihs around
+\\e kHc*\eh +\'u's morhihs Jurihs BREAKFAST.

gpeiiing, s
yx 2443
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We can't figure out how 'H\e)/'re getting INSIDE,
becavse we've been kee?ihs -H\e windows s\w+ and
we dont open the front door unless we HAVE +o.

Mom +’nihl<s ﬂ\ey mis}vl' be comihs in from
underneath the tarp that's covering +he side of
the house, so she sent Dad out there +ohi3¥\+ +o
make sure there arent any gaps where -H-\ey're
getting ‘H\rous‘\.

But Dad wasn’+ \\o\\)\)}/ about i+, because there was
a THUNDERSTORM.
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T would've HELPED him, but T was afraid of
beihs struck by LIGHTNING. A+ school, Albert
SahJ)l +old us about +his kid who got Nt b}l
||'3\\+hih3 while he was out in a canoe, and now he’s

SUPERCHARGED with elec+n'c.'+7.

Well 5 eVeryohe at my luhch table ‘ﬂ\ous\ﬂ 'ﬂ'\a‘i‘
sounded pretty COOL, but T know that if i+
ha\)\)ehed +o ME, everyone would Just use me as a
c\\drsihs station.
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Rodrick had a -ﬂ\eory about how the wasps were
getting in, but it sounded kind of CRAZY.

He ex\)laihecl there are all different TYPES of
wasps, like paper wasps and mud wasps. He said
we Ve \)robably got SEWER wasps, and -ﬂ\ey're
seﬁihs n ﬂ\rous*\ ‘H\e TOILETS.

Well, T've never heard of a sewer wasp before,

but T'm not taking any CHANCES.

Ris\\-l' how we Ve gota rodent \vroblem and an insect
Problem, and T'm not sure which is WORSE. T
don'+t know why our house can't be infested with
Someﬂ\ihs CUTE instead. Because if we were
overrun by KOALAS, T really wouldn'+ have a
Problem with i+

140



Sa+ur4az

Last week +he workers had o disconnect our
air conditioner so -H\ey cah {m'hs na bisser unit.
So for now we're all slee\)ihs in the basement,

becavse that's the oh|>/ ?Iace in the house where
it's COOL.

1 cah see why Rodn’ck likes it Jowh -H\ere 7
ESPECIALLY in ‘H\e Ssummer. I Joh'-f love beihs
thersroth b +\\ous¥\ b which is mkihs me rethink
the whole plan for my dream house.

Dad said when he was growing up, Some Peoyle
built BUNKERS where -H\e)/ could ge if there was

a war or Some-ﬂ\ihs.

1



Well, livihs in a +|'h>/ uhdersrouhcl space with my
whole -Family sounds like a TERRIBLE idea. First
of all, the snacks would be gone {)7/ the second
Jay. And if we oh|>l had one bathroom down
there, we'd have MAJOR ?roblems.

T guess we'd have a periscope so we'd know when
the coast was clear oh the surface. But if the
periscope got BLOCKED, we mig‘\‘f never know it
was OK +o go back UP.
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Dad said some ?eo\)le still buld bunkers so -H'\e)l

can_ stay safe if there’s a natural disaster,
like a TORNADO or Someﬂ\ihs. Well, +his
momihs T -ﬂ\ous\ﬁ we were ex‘)eriehcihs ah

EARTHQUAKE, and the LAST ‘)|ace T wanted

to be was uh&ersrouhcl.
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But the reason +he 3\’0th was s\\akihs was because
the workers were outside JACKHAMMERING.

i e ° . g: — w? 33:
LB L 7 -
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ﬂ\e)l were breakihs up our OLD Jn'Vewa)l so -ﬂ\ey
could pour a NEW one, and T was ‘>re++>/ sure

the heishbors weren + gohha be *\4\7\77 about all
the NOISE. Es?ecidlly Mr. Larocca, who had
Jus+ 3o++eh Nome from his shift at +he \\os‘)i-hal.




But T was EXCITED  about the new Jn'Vewqy.
Our old one was in really bad shaPe, 50 you
couldn’+ reall)l USE i+ for ahyﬂxihs. And M}'be
+hat's what's been hol&ihs me back from becomihs
a Professiohql athlete all +his time.

When +\1e>/ havled the rubble away and the +ruck
came to pour the fresh concrete, T started +o
ge+ NERVOUS,

A lot of the kids in my heishbor‘\oo& are
JERKS 3 and if ‘H\e)/ see wet conhcrete, -ﬂ-\ey'll
write s+u‘>id stoff in it
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On +top of that, Mrs. Rutkowski's CATS have
been in our yarJ a lot |a+e|>/ huh‘h’hs for MICE,
and T didnt want a bunch of paw prints in +he
fres\\ly Voure& concrete.

So after the workers finished, T \aa-l'rolled the
Perime+er to make sure eVeryohe s+n)leJ OFF.

T was wa+c’nih5 the STREET, but i+ turns out
T should’ve been wﬂc\\ihs +the GARAGE.
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T heard the door open, and Rodrick started Pullihs
his VAN out. T tried +0 STOP him, but he was

Playihs his music too loud to hear.

1 couHh"i‘ BELIEVE no one ihsiJe -H\e \\ouse +o|d
Rodrick about the Jn'Veway. But it turns out

+\1e>l had a really soocl excuse, because -H\e)/ were
Jealihs with a more SERIOUS ‘>ro{>|em.

SMOKE  was pouring out of the windows on
the first floor, and T heard SIRENS in +he

distance.
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Mom came runhing out the front door, and Dad
was n's\ﬁ be\\th }\er.
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Ten seconds later, a FIRE TRUCK \7u||eJ vp along
the curd, and o cou‘:'le of firefish'l'ers got out.

|
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”ﬂ\ey ran across the lawn and onto +the front
walkway, which +he workers had Just finished

Pourihs.

= A ||

e SPLISK sPLO0Sy ..

That's when eVeryohe realized +that MANNY was
stil inside. But -H\ahkfully he'd a|rea&7l had
PRACTICE for this sort of thing.
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The GOOD news is, there wasn+ ac+ua||7/ a FIRE,
there was Just a lot of SMOKE. But the bad news
is, it was MY {fault.

Last week, when we were ?uﬁihs our food in

Places where the mice couldn't get i, T hid some
snacks in the OVEN.

So when Mom Prehea‘l'ed the oven +o put in

a batch of bacon this morning, a \7|qs+ic bas
MELTED. T+'s kind of UNFORTUNATE,
because that was a waste of some \aer{ec-ﬂy 300&
potato c\\i‘)s.

|
Il
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And this was Jefihi-fely one of those times when
T could’ve used +that escape Natch in the back
of my close+.

CAN I CRASH AT
YOUR PLACE
FOR A WHILE?

Wedhes&ax

Believe i+ or not, Mom and Dad have a|rea&7l

moved past +he whole potato chiv bas incident.
And that's 300& news for ME.

But the REASON -H\e)/'Ve 'Forso-Heh about it is
the BAD news.

A few Jo\ys 490, the builJihs inspector came out
1o check the framihs of the addition.
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And when he DID, he found out +he whole
structure was too close to Mrs. Tuttle's property
Iine by about three FEET.

T guess the construction company messed up when
+\\e7 created +he \alqhs for the qddi‘h’oh, but the
town didn'+ catch the mistake when -H\e)l issved
+he buildihs permit. So now +here was Just a bunch

of fihser-\)oihﬁhs, and no one would take any
res?ohsibilﬁy.

ﬂ\e buil&ihs ihs?ec-for +o|cl us ﬂ\e oh|)l -ﬂ-\ihs we
could really do NOW was +o 3e+ our hext-door
heis\\bor +o sigh Some'ﬂ\ihs that sqys we had
?ermissioh ‘o {)UM -H\e structure close to ‘\er

Pro‘)er+7l line. But that wasn't gohna be EASY.
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ﬂ\e oﬂ\er Jo\y, w}xeh ﬂ\e concrete 3075 came
back +o ?q-tc\\ up the Jn'Vewa)l and front walk,
+\\e7 set vp their cement mixer on our lawn. But

T guess ﬂ\ey -forso-f we were on a HILL, because

+he mixer -h'?\)ed over and ?oured fresh concrete
right into Mrs. Tuttle's GARDEN.

So when Mom and Dad asked for Mrs. Tuttle's
Permissioh +o kee‘) our addition where i+ WAS 5 she
wash + |ookih3 1o do them any favors.

N
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Mrs. TutHe wouldn't BUDGE, and the town +old
Mom and Dad the whole structure was gohna have

1o come DOWN. And that's exac-Hy what ‘\d\)\)ehed
this afternoon.

Ll
e

So now EVERYONE'’S uh}\a‘)‘))l, except for
MANNY. He finished work on HIS Vlace
TODAY ) and he had a }\ousewarmihs ‘>ar+7l +to

celebrate.




JUNE
’ﬂwrsdaz
Mom's been in a real funk ever since the addition

was torn down.

T figured we'd just start over and buld it the
RIGHT way this time. But Mom said we burned
ﬂ\rous}\ most of Auh+ Reba's ih‘\eri-hhce Jurihs

construction, and we were gonna need o S\aehJ

the REST \vak}\ihs vp +he side of +the house.

So Mom was ALREADY in a bad mood when my
test results came in the mail, and -H\ey didn'+
cheer her vp any.

T+ wasn't ohly MY scores that were bad, -H'\ous‘\.

“The whole GRADE did ?oor|>/, and T can +ell you
the reason WHY.
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Dun'hs ﬂ\e middle of ‘H\e test, some kid let ‘ﬂ'\e
Stress Lizard out of its case, and it's rea||7l hard
to CONCENTRATE when there’s a REPTILE

on the loose.

So T guess +his means the school is gohna lose ts
-fuhdihs , and Mom's not HAPPY about it.

Th fact, she’s so vpset she’s sayihs we should
MOVE so we can live in a better school district.

But hobody ELSE is crazy about moving to
another towh. Dad grew up Nere, and he says e
doesn'+t see any REASON 4o move.
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And RODRICK doesn't wanna leave, either. He
says his band is FAMOUS in our town, and he
doesn't wanha start over somewhere else. But T
don't know how famous you can red||7/ BE if your

last concert was at a bowlihs alley.

Rodrick says he’s NEVER moVing, and even if
ﬂ\e REST of us moved out, he'J Jus+ keev |ivih3

in -H\e basement.

And 4o be honest with you, T don't think Rodrick
would even NOTICE if a new fo\mily moved in.
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T dont think MANNY’S soihs qhywhere, erther.
He just put in a sPrihkler system, and his 7/ard is

reall)l coming in hice.

Truﬂ\fu"y, I didn'+ know *\ow I felt about movihs.
T guess T'm OK with where we live now, but
maybe i+ wouldn't be such a bad idea o start fresh
somewhere ELSE.

%e 3rea+ -ﬂ\ihs about movihs IS -H\a-f wheh you 90

1o a hew Place ) you can decide who you wanha BE.

Maybe T could come up with a new LOOK, and
PeoPle would think T was a “bad boy."
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T could even become a whole new PERSON, and
tell eVeryohe Trma \aro{essiohdl snowboarder or

Someﬂ\ihs.

|
] WHAT'RE YOU lélREDDIN’ THE
m(‘, THTS \ ( GNAR WITH j:

STEEZ,
\ WEEKEND? / \ GAPERS!

But maybe T could take i+ even further than
THAT. T could \are-fehc} T'm from another
COUNTRY where -H\e)/ don't s?eak Ehsh'sh.
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And then my teachers would be imvresse& when T

?icked up some hew ?hrases.

L...ARE...

GOOD,
GREGORY!

GREGORY!

T+'s qc+ua||7 kind of FUN imagining a whole new
life for mysel-( in a different ?lace.

Back in elemeh+ar7/ school, we used o ‘>|a)l +his
game called M.A.S.H., which stands for Mansion,
APar+rvneh+, Shack, House. T'd write down all the
?ossibﬂﬁies for my future, and then roll a die over
and over and scratch things off until T only had
ohe item left in each cq+esor7/.

'I ddua"y 'Fouhd some of my oH M.A.S.H. shee-l's
from the fifth srqée in my closet a few weeks back.
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Whenever T Played, T always ho‘)eJ Td get a
Per-(ec-l‘ result. But even if I 30+ a sooJ c\\oice n

most categories, there would ledys be that one
item that ruined EVERYTHING.

o) gob Pet

Chef~ Doy~

%’ Cad)
Rock star Sake-
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One of the reasons T liked ?I"‘)"'hs M.A.S.H. so
much was because i+ was o SooJ chance +o \-\ahs out
with the girls at recess. And the gl T liked +he
MOST back then was Becky Anton.

So sometimes T'd cheat a little when T was fillihs
out my M.A.S.H. categories to guarantee T got a
sood resul+t.

O Wife

These Jays, Becky \\ardly knows who T AM,
even +hou3}\ we're lab partners in Bio|os7l. T keeP
+\\ihkih3 T should brihs vp the fact that we're
SUPPoseJ to get MARRIED one Jay, but the

+imih3 never seems rish-l'.
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Jﬂwd',s ANOTHER soocl reason to move. I could
SERIOUSLY improve my DATING sitvation.
Because if there’s one -ﬂ\ihs girls love, #'s the
NEW avy-

Kelson Gdrri+7l was the new vy at the besihhihs
of this school year. And when he showed vp, the
sirls went CRAZY for him.

YOU GUYS

ARE
NO COME N | HOGGING

Well, i+ +ook a few weeks before everyone realized
Kelson was kind of WEIRD, and now the girls
won'+ 90 NEAR him. But he had a 3ooJ run for

a while there.
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So there are Probably a LOT of sooJ reasons to
move. Tn fact, the ohly DOWNSIDE is that T'd
need to find a new BEST FRIEND.

And T dont know if that would be WORTH .
T've invested a lot of time and energy into Rowley,
and T can't really see myself starting over with
someone NEW.

DID YOU KNOW IF
YOUR HAND IS BIGGER
THAN YOUR FACE IT'S
A SIGN OF “LOW
INTELLIGENCE"?
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But if we DO end up moVing, Tve got a whole list
of REQUIREMENTS for a future best friend.

Nomber ONE, +\\e7'Ve got to like +o WATCH
Somebody ?layihs video games more +han -H-\ey like
\)layihs games +hemselves.

CAN I HAVE A
TURN SOON?

Nomber TWO, i+ would be nice if ﬂ\ey could
ac+ua||7/ DRAW. Becavse T'm rea||7l into creating
comics and stuff.

PEOPLE HAVE
NOSES!
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And number THREE +¥\e7"ve gotta have junk
cereal in their house. T don't know if T can

be friends with another kid whose parents are
health nuts.

But most im?or-hah‘l', ‘ﬂ\ere so-H'q have a 300&
sense of HUMOR. Because if ﬂ\ere’s one -ﬂ-\ihs
you should know about me , it's that T'm kind of a
practical Joker.

1 RCorue
/777777
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Sa+urdaz
So it 4urns out Mom is ac+uo\||>/ SERIOUS about

+his moVing -H\ihs. She’s been s?ehdihs time each
his\\-l‘ lookihs at Jifferehi' )nouses ohline, ahd T'VE
kind of SO‘H'eh into i+, TOO.

EVery place we'Ve looked at so far has some kind
of ISSUE, ‘H\ous\\. There was one house with

a big chkyar&, but it was n'sH' hear a sewage
treatment Plah+. And there was another one
that was brand new, but the house oh|7 Nad one
bathroom. Me and Mom were reqdy to give vp
lookihs, but +hen we found a Vlace that looked
PERFECT.

Voure Dream Home

ib ®

\_EEEIEIEHEI
a|
1—

3,000 square foot home in desirable
neighborhood. 4 bed, 25 bath colonial. | HEEI
Updates include gleaming hardwood

floors and modern light fixtures.




The house is Just a few years old, and it looks
like #'s in a nice heis‘\bor}\oocl. But what 30‘!’
MOM most excited was the bis KITCHEN.

Mom looked up +he school sys-l'em, and the test
scores were \are'H?' Sood. Then she called the realtor
to find out when we could 90 SEE the ?lace.

The realtor said there was an open house this
weekend, and we should Jro? {;7 if we could. So
+his morning, Mom told eVeryohe to get in the
van 4o check the place out.

Nobody else was HAPPY about that, because like
T said before, the rest of my 'deily doesn't want
+o MOVE.
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But w}\eh we ?ulled into -H\e heis‘\borhoocl b
eVeryohe s+ar+ed o c\\o\hse -H\eir tune.

(S7)
o,
HH—HH
AT
| |
..nm“_ _ Eﬂ.
MM @'

The realtor let our 'deily in and showed us
around the house, which was WAY nicer than ours.
And the kitchen was even bisser +han i+ looked in
the PICTURES.




But what really got my attention was +he
SWIMMING POOL in +he {)qckydrd.

Rodrick and Mahhy must Ve s?o-HeJ it before T
did, because both of them were a|reaJ7l out there
57' the time T 30+ down the back stairs.
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We've been +r>/ih5 to get Mom and Dad +o put a
pool in our backyard FOREVER. ﬂ“"}' always tell
us that the hot +ub is Just as GOOD as a Vool,
but believe me b it's not the same.

Fllllllllllrl’f TTTT]

And this was an IN-GROUND ‘>oo|. We ac+ua||7/

had an aboVeSroth ?ool when T was younger, but
it didnt even last a« WEEK.

‘ I
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The realtor showed us a few more features of the
house, but she didn't NEED +o because we were
alrea&y SOLD.

On our way Nome, everyone was SUPER excited.
Rodrick said he's gonna use +he pool to do summer
CONCERTS, and i+l be a +o+a||7l crazy scene
eVery Fri&ay hish‘l'

3
ﬁ\\xg\; \‘ﬂﬂx jjﬂ )
\.\ I"\\
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T decided T'm gohna CHARGE ?eo\vle to come
use our pool, but that Tl make exceptions for
CERTAIN ?eo\)|e.

4
But Mdhhy was the most excited of ALL. He's got

bis Plahs for the \aool, 400, and all T can say is,
it's gohna take a lot of chocolate PUDDING.




Mohdaz

We had another famﬂy meeting last+ hish-f, and
+his was a BIG one. EVeryohe's on board with
movihs o ‘ﬂ\e hew ‘\ouse , So -H\oﬁ"s 3rea+.

Mom +old us not 4o TELL anyohe ye‘h because
we still have to sell OUR house so we can afford
to buy +the NEW one. T+ was a little hard
for me +o kee\) that information to MYSELF,
ﬂ\ous’n, dhd I -Fisurecl -H\ere woulr}h'-f be dh)l
harm in telling just ONE person.

But mdybe T shoud've +old someone besides
ROWLEY, becavse he didn't +ake the news

400 well.

AN
N
O
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T guess T could’ve eased Rowley into it instead of
hitting him with the information all at once.

T tried 4o make him feel better {)7 saying we'd
stay FRIENDS and +hat he could come use my
pool on Ja)ls when it wasn't o0 CROWDED.
But that didnt seem 4o cheer him vp at ALL.

HoPefu“y Rowley will come around, -H\ous‘\, because
T'm not sure T can deal with this kind of drama

eVer)l (}dy.

A-Her dinher +ohis¥\+, Mom asked her friend who's
a realtor 4o come over and }\elv us sell OUR house.
So we went from room to room, and Mrs. Lashari
+old us what we were gohna have 4o CHANGE
before we could put it on the market.
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She said we were gohna need o replace our
carpets, give eVeryﬂxihs a fresh coat of paint,
and put new tile in +he kitchen and bathrooms.
And that was just for STARTERS.

Mrs. Lashari said that we'd have 4o +ake down
our -Family P}\o+os, because buyers like +o imagine
THEMSELVES living in the Nouse. Well, +that was
fine with ME, because there are SOME pictures
ﬂ\d‘l‘ s‘\ouH'Ve come dowh a |oh3 TIME ago.




Then Mrs. Lashari told us that when we have an
open house, we should lock the basement door so

ho one sees wha-l"s down -H\ere.

The last +\'u'h3 Mrs. Las}mri told us is that most
of our furniture is “outdated,” and we should
‘Jrobdbl)l Just cover it vp with sheets for the open
house. T think that hurt Mom’s -Feelihss, and she
said people would LOVE her +aste in furniture.
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But Mrs. Las}\an' said that if we didn't do all the
ﬂ\ihss she recommehded ) shejcl }\aVe a har& time
selling our house. So Mom said in THAT case we'd
sell -H\e *\ouse OURSELVES, o\hJ s}\e showeJ

Mrs. Lashari +to ‘H\e Joor.

T guess this means Mom and Mrs. Laghari aren't
FRIENDS anymore. But that's OK, because we're
movihs soon ANYWAY.

Suhdaz

Mom wants +o prove our house is great +he

way it IS, so we're +r7/ih3 to sell i+ without
makihs “h)' bis c}\ahses. The open house was

this afternoon, but we spent the whole WEEK
getting read)’ for .
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T+ was MY J'ob Yo write -ﬂ\e JeScri\rHoh o ?os-l'
online. And T got a li+te creative to +r>/ and
make it stand out.

Four-bedroom house with three
bathrooms in nice neighborhood.
Home of former bank robber.
Possible gold/rare coins buried
under floorboards.

We +ook \ﬂ\oi’os of eVery room and \vos-i'eJ -H\ose,
too. The house was a MESS when we +ook +the
Pidures, -H\oush , So we had to move some stuff
around to make i+ LOOK clean.

who
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The open Nouse started at noon, and we really
}\dJ Yo scramble +o se‘l' eVery-I'Hhs hice ahJ heat.
We did +the best we could and got out of Hhere
Just before people started o arrive.

But it was kind of hard sitting there doing
NOTHING while total STRANGERS were going

into our ‘\ouse.

[l (|

Mom said none of the ?eoyle at our open Nouse

ac'hnally knew we were the OWNERS, so WE
could Pre+ehd 1o be checkihs -H\e Vlo\ce out, TOO.
And that way we could listen in on what everyone

was sayihs.
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Well, T +\\ou3¥\+ that sounded kind of FUN, so
T went inside with Mom. But everyone ELSE

the family +\\ou3¥\+ it was a dumb idea and s-h)led
back in the van.

T+ 4urns out the spying idea was a MISTAKE,
+\\ou3h. Mos+ of the people didn'+ have ahfi’hihs
NICE +o say about our house, and it was kind of
+ou3h hearihs all +he criticism.

AND THESE
CABINETS ARE

= N TERRIBLE
SHAPE!

THE CEILINGS
ARE SO LOW!

But T +hink Mom was -hkihs it a little harder than

T was. Becavse whenever someone had Some-ﬂ-\ihs

NEGATIVE +o say, she'd svedk up-
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g,

" THE WALLPAPER
IN THIS ROOM

IS SO TACKY.

8’8 WELL, I'™M SURE
WHOEVER PICKED IT
OUT WAS TRYING

N HER VERY BEST!

\

Mom got so vpset that she went back out +o the
VAN. Bit T s+a7lecl in the HOUSE, becavse T
wasn't comfortable with all these random strangers

Pokihs aroth our ﬂ\ihss.
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But not eVeryohe was ex‘)|orih3 the house. %ere
were a bunch of men in the fo\mil)/ room wa+chih3 a
football gore, and from the look of -H\ihgs, +¥\e7
had helPeJ +hemselves +o our SNACKS.

GREAT TACKLE IN
THE BACKFIELD!

These guys were le+ing their kids run wild in our
house while +\\e7l kicked back and watched TV. So

+\\e>/ were basically using the open Nouse for free
BABYSITTING.




Since these dads weren't wa-l'c}\ihs their KIDS, #
was vp to ME 4o make sure -H\e)l didn+ BREAK

ahfﬂ\ihs.

But 1 cou|Jh’+ be eVerywhere at ONCE , ahJ I
was u?s+airs c}msihs kids out of our bathroom when
there was a loud noise DOWNSTAIRS.

1‘\‘ Souhded like a kacl -h'ﬂ)ed over -ﬂ\e FRIDGE or
sameﬂ\ihe, so T ran down +o make sure hobo&y was
HURT. But it wasnt a KID who made the noise,

it was one of the DADS.
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One of the 3"7’5 went into the lo\thry room |ookih3
for more SNACKS, but ‘H\d‘FS where we were kee\)ihs
all the stuff we couldn’+ hide o\h}lwhere ELSE.

I guess +\\e hoise freaked out -H\e oﬂ\er JaJs, because
+\\e7l Scoo?ed vp their kids and left in a HURRY.




So that was the end of the open Nouse, and we
didn't get a SINGLE offer.

A+ Jihher +ohis¥\+, eVeryohe was kth of bummeJ
out. But while we were Joihs the Jishes, there

was a knock on 'H\e front door.

T+ was a couvle from out of 4own, and -H'\e)l said
+\\e7 couldnt make it to the open house in time.
So Mom ihVH'eJ ‘H\em in to show -H\em arouhd.ﬂ\ey
seemed ‘:vre++7 IMPRESSED, and the |a&7 said
EXACTLY what Mom wanted 4o hear.

1 gusT LOVE

YOUR TASTE IN
FURNITURE!

And believe i+ or not, -H\ey made an offer rish-r
on the s‘>o+.

187



Sa+urdaz

T knew T was gohna have to +ell Row|e7l we were
se||ih3 our house, but T didn+ want a repeat of
what haPPeheJ the LAST +ime we talked about it.

T came vp with an idea for how 4o handle i+
THIS +ime around. There's a Preston P|d‘l’7/‘>us
book on this EXACT subJec+, and T ﬁgurecl it
was the PERFECT way to get Row|e7l used o
ﬂ\e idea of me movihs. So I broush-t ‘ﬂ\e book
with me 4o his house +his afternoon.

PRESTON PLlyPus

Says Farewell
to a Friend
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1‘\‘ felt a litte AWKWARD reo\Jihs a s+or7/ o
Rowley. But 1 ﬂ\ihk he's USED +o hdvihs books
read to him, so he made himself comfortable.

-
-‘;l

C} 'lll

e
e
e

T don't reall)l +hink +he message of the book

was getting THROUGH o Row|e7l, -ﬂ-\ous‘\. And
the s+or>l kind of made me MAD, ahywa)l. T+

was about how Preston Pla-lyyus has a best friend
named Pelican Pete, and 'ﬂ\ey do EVERYTHING
+03e+}\er.

But then one &47 Pelican Pete says he’s MOVING,
and Preston Pla+7?us is sad. And T was FINE
with the story vp o that point.
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Then Preston’s mom ells him he'll make NEW
friends after Pete moves, and eVery-H\ihs will work
out for the best. Sure ehoush, {>7/ +he end of +he
book, that's EXACTLY what ‘\q‘)‘Jehs.

And so Preston and his NEW pals
had fun all summer long.

™ THEEND ** .

So basically Preston P|a+7/‘>us forgets about Pelican
Pete, and all +heir years of Fn'eh&s\\.‘? dont mean
a THING. And we never find out what ‘\a‘)‘)ehs
+o Pelican Pete or if he's hawy in HIS new
heis\\bor}\ood.
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T -H\ous\ﬁ about writing ah angry letter +o
whoever WROTE  +his so\rbase. But of course
Rowley LIKED +he s+or>l, and he wanted me o
read him ANOTHER ore.

T decided to just stop dancing around the issve
and tell Rowley what was REALLY going on. And
the second T did, T REGRETTED #.
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T +old Rowley +o +r7f not to get +oo worked vp
because i+ wasn'+ a done deal 7Ie+. But ho-ﬂ-\ihs T
said made "h}' difference.

T had +o +ell Rowley that if he was gohna be so
DRAMATIC, T was going HOME.
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So then Rowley ‘)romised he'd keev Rimself
together, and he DID, but just BARELY.

Maybe i+ was a mistake telling Rowley about ANY
of this. T ?robably should’ve sent him a ‘>os+carJ
AFTER T moved, because that would've been a lot
easier on BOTH of us.

Wedhes&ax
The owners of +he house with +the ‘Jool acce‘>+eJ
our offer, so T guess +his is really HAPPENING.

The ?eo?le who are buyihs OUR ‘)|ace did a home
ihs?ec-h'oh over the weekend ) and -H\e)l found a
few +\\ih35 we're gohna have 4o fix before +¥\e7'll
buy the house. The most SERIOUS issve was

a ?roblem with the ceiling underneath Mom and
Dad’s shower.
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APPareh‘Hy +hat cloﬂﬁed drain was a bisser
Problem +han we THOUGHT. The floorboards
under the bathroom tile were +o+a||7l rotted out, so
how we re gohna have 40 REPLACE +hem.

We're |ucl<7 hoﬂ\ihs TERRIBLE ever ‘\d\)\)ehed.
Because 1 cah -H\ihk of -I'Hhss even worse -H\ah -H\e
GROUT.

L=
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ﬂe other -ﬂ\ihs +he buyers want us to do is 3e+
n'd of -H\e HOT TUB ) because -H\ey }\aVe 7/ouh3
kids and +\\e7're worried about SAFETY. And T'm
100% with them on THAT ore.

Now that T know for SURE we're moVing T
have a TOTALLY different attitude about school.

Since it's almost summer, T asked Mom if T could
SKIP classes for the rest of the year-

But she said if T don't go to school, ‘H'\e)l could
+hrow her and Dad in JAIL. T ‘H\oush-l' about
whether or not that would be WORTH i, but T
decided T could Just suck it vp for a little while

lohser.
~
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T redlized that next year T won't be going o
school with these kids, and +that's what gave me
+he courage to 1[ihq||7l *ell Becky Anton that T
LIKED ‘\er. So Jurihs Bio|os>' I +o|J Beck7/ I,J

had a crush on her ever since fifth srade.

But Becky went s+rai3¥\+ 1o the TEACHER,

and five minutes later T had a new lab partner.
And T'm seriously -H\ihkihs about +the JAIL option
again, because T don+ know if T can last the rest
of +he school year Jealihs with Kelson GarrHy.

o L[] [ ” m
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Jﬂ\cﬁ’s not even rn)/ WORST ‘)roblem b -H\oush.
Ever since T +old Row|e>/ +hat we're o-mcially
MOVING, he's been a total MESS. Even
+\\ou3h he keevs promising he’s not gohna go all
BLUBBERY on me, the smallest -H\ihs can set

him off.
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Ahd even wheh he IS kee‘)ihs it +03e-ﬂ-\er, he
still says these litte -H\ihss that make me feel

GUILTY about moVihs.
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I GUESS THIS IS THE LAST
TIME WELL EVER EAT
GRILLED CHEESE
SANDWICHES TOGETHER!
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On the way Nome from school +oJo\>/ , we had to walk

in the grass because ‘H\ey’d Jus-i' re\MVeJ +he sidewalk.
But that gove Rowley an IDEA. He said we should

write ouor NAMES in the cement with a stick and
put “BEST FRIENDS" underneath.
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T+ made me a li+tle uncomfortable writing in
Someﬂ\ihs so PERMANENT, -H\oush , esvecially
since T didnt know what the friend sitvation
would be in my hew heishbor‘\ood. I Jidh"i‘ wahnha
mention that +o Rowley , because T knew it would
set him off again.
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So T wrote some extra stuff with the stick +o

ive me a little wiagle room, just in case.
3 39 J

6\'“@\9 ¢ Rowl%
ReST

" FRIENDS®

* cur‘r'en+|7

Sa+urdaz
School ended a week ago, and while everyone

ELSE is already en Joyihs +heir summer vacation,
we Ve been PACKING.




Mom created a binder and a schedule for everyone
in the family, and we're all resvohsiHe for boxihs
up our owh stoff. Tt's gohna be TIGHT, but

we s\\ouH be Johe by ﬂ\e time -ﬂ\e movihs trucks

s\\ow vp next weekend.

The person who's +akih3 the LONGEST is DAD.
He wants 4o make sure none of his Civil War

fisurihes break, so he's using & whole roll of bubble
wrap for each ONE.

llllll
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Mom's been ‘\o?ihs our heisH)ors would -H\row usS a

3oih3-awa7 Par-‘ly, but with all the construction
over the past month, we're not that POPULAR
around here. So Mom decided we'd Just +hrow a
‘)ar+7l for OURSELVES.
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The P‘*HV was TONIGHT. We'd sent out
invitations to Jus+ about evaryohe oh our street,

and we set eVeryﬂ\ihs vp in our yarJ.

Rodrick was excited, because Mom and Dad
were |e++ih3 his band \)qu, and -ﬂ\ey were even
PAYING him. We were s+ill busy setting up when
the first guests started to arrive.

IIHHIIII!I HIHIHIIIIH

T wasn+ sure if T should even INVITE Rowley
1o the ‘:var+7l, becavse T was afraid he mis\ﬁ Nave
another breakdown. But T was ac+ua||7 rea||7l

h"??}' Yo see \\im.
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His parents seemed ha\avy, TOO, and T almost
got the -Feelihs -H\e)/ were GLAD T was moVing.

Rowley said he had a GIFT for me, which was a
giant collage with a bunch of pictures of us over
the years. And T'm not gonhna lie, got me a

li+te choked up-
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T was kind of RELIEVED +hat's all Rowley’s
3E-F+ was. Decause the way he's been acting |a+e|7/,

T wouldn'+ be sur\)riseé if he gave me one of Nis
FINGERS or some‘l"\ihs.

Rowley said T could \\qhs +he collage in my NEW
bedroom +o remind me of all the fun stuff we did
+o3e+her. And T don't know if there was a lot

of Polleh in the air +ohi3¥\+ or WHAT, but rig"d'
then T think T got Some‘ﬂ\ihs n my eye.

ﬂ\ihss were getting a li+He oo +ouc‘\7/-1cee|7 for

me, -H\oush , so T was slo\d when more Veovle
started o arrive at the ‘mr-fy.
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T+ Picke& vp reqlly FAST from there. Rodrick’s
band started Playihs out on the back deck, and
the music attracted some +eeh43ers who were at

a }\53\\ school Srqéua‘h'oh ‘Jar+7l a few doors down.

ﬂ\eh it seemed like eVeryohe oh our street was at

our \vqr‘i?l all s+ ONCE, and i got CRAZY.




Our Par+7l was \are++7/ WILD, but it was
NOTHING comvare& +o MANNY’S. And his
Par+7l was still going strong when T 4urned in for
+he his}ﬂ'.

e lﬂJ

T have to admit, last his}\-l' was a lot of FUN.
But T'm kind of SAD, becauvse Jus-i' when -H'\ihss
are getting GOOD around here, we're LEAVING.

T was the first one in the Nouse awake +oJay,
and when T looked out the window, T knew we

were in for a |oh3 Jay of cleahu?.
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T wished we still had that DUMPSTER, because
+hat would've made -H\ihss a whole lot EASIER.

Wiy
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While T was |ookih3 over the front lawn, two bis
moVing trucks Pu||ed up alohs the curb. T was

kind of CONFUSED, because our move was stil o

week away.

:l-
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A few guys got out of the +rucks, and one of
ﬂ\em came to our front door. So I went out ‘o
MEET \'u'm.
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“The man told me his team was ready Yo start
putting our stuff into the trucks, and they
needed 4o come inside +the house. By now, Mom had

come downstairs and was at the front door.

She 4old the avy he was a week EARLY, and
that the move wasn+ until NEXT Sthay. But
he Pulle& out a contract that showed TODAY’S
date as the moVing dqy, and it had Mom's
SIGNATURE on ‘H\e bottom.

Mom +old +he avy she made a MISTAKE, and
that we weren't READY +o move 7e+. He +old
her +he Je\)osi‘f was ‘nonrefundable,” and that if
we didnt move TODAY, we'd lose +the money we
alrea&y ?aiJ.
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Now Mom was in a PANIC. She woke everyone up
and told us to se‘l' PACKING. ﬂ\e movers said
we had a 4wo-hour window +o get eVeryﬂxihs onto
the trucks, so we reqlly had +o HUSTLE.

UP +o +this point we'd been rea")l careful Vackihs
so ho+’nih5 got DAMAGED. But now there was no
TIME for +that.
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The movers REALLY didn't care if our stuff got
broken. And +hat's w\\y it was ?robaH)l a bad idea
1o let them Pack up our DISHES.

=
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Mom asked +he movers +o JUS"’ focus on the
FURNITURE instead, and -H\e)l went down o
the basement to start there.

Then someone rang the doorbell. T+ was the vy
we hired 4o take the HOT TUB away, and his

crane was ?arked in our front yard.

WH\\ evaryﬁ"\ihs ELSE soihs onh at -H\e \\ouse B
this was pretty terrible TIMING.
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The crane operator ex?laihed that he couldn’t get
}\is Ve’nicle into our backyar& wiﬂ\ou‘t ruhhihs over

our heishbor's flower sqrdeh, so his \>|dh was ‘o

I+ ﬂ\e ‘\O‘i‘ +b OVER ﬂ\e house.

That sounded a litte crazy to ME, but T fisured
+his vy ?robably knew what he was Joihs.

=9
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T showed the 3u7/ where the hot tub was, and he
put some straps around it. Then he attached the
straps to a giant HOOK and lifted the hot +ub
off +he deck.

.

But when he 4ried 4o back his vehicle vp, he
COULDN'T, because the movers had ‘>i|ed a
’ouhch of FURNITURE in our yard. So now 'H\e
hot tub was dangling above our ROOF.
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As if the whole situation wasn't stressful enough

ALREADY, all of a sudden ROWLEY showed vp
n rn)' front )lar&.
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But T didnt have TIME 4o deal with Rowley,
becavse now T had a NEW ‘)roblem.

That avy from Whirley Street had Vu"e& up
in front of our house b and he was -hakihs the
FURNITURE +hat the movers had lef+ {)7
the curb. And that's when T remembered it
was SUNDAY, which is +he Jd}l we leave our
TRASH out.

T +ried to wave the 3“7' off +o make him 90 away.

But the crane o‘:vera-for -H\ous"d' T was gving Nim
a sighal that it was OK 4o back vp his vehicle,
which is what he DID.
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Ah& +\w+ was ‘H\e end of our |ivih3 room COUCH.

The CRANE s+o?\>e<}, but +he hot +vb DIDN'T.
Tt started swinging in crazy circles above the
house, and then i+ slammed into our CHIMNEY.
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ﬂ\e bricks slid off ‘H\e roof and Jus+ missed m7l
PARENTS, who had come outside to see what all
the COMMOTION was.

After that, T +\\ou3¥\+ it was OVER, becavse T
couldn '+ imagine ahy-ﬂxihs ELSE hd\)\aehihs. But
Someﬂ\ihs DID.

Some wasps had bult a nest in our CHIMNEY,
which explains how -H\ey were getting into +he
house all +his time. And now -H\ey were LOOSE,
lookihs for REVENGE.

We all ran for cover ihsicle ﬂ\e *\ouse B but -H\e crane

oPera+or wash + quick ehoush +o 3e+ de}’.
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The wasps flew in the cabin of his vehicle,
which made him kick +he lever that released +he
HOT TUB, wh’c*\ fell -H\roush -ﬂ\e ROOF.

And at that point, to tell the truth, T was
kind of RELIEVED. Because now T knew for
SURE that things really couldn’t get any
WORSE.
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%ere was ohe bn’s)n*l' sPo-I' from what ha??eheé

over +\\e weekeh&, and it's -Hm-l' Rodrick made i+
+\\rou3’n the experience ALIVE.

The hot +ub landed smack in the middle of his
BEDROOM , S0 we ‘H\ous}\'l' ‘\e 3o+ CRUSHED.
But when the movers had havled Rodrick’s bed out
of the basement, ‘H\e)/ loaded it onto one of the
trucks and +ook him WITH it.

EVer)H'hihs else is BAD news. The people who were
SUPPoseJ to buy OUR house ?ulled out, and that
meant we couldn't afford the NEW one. So T
guess +hat means we're STUCK here for a while.
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To be honest with you, T'm not +o+a||>/ sure T
was reacly to move, anyway. Lookihs for a new
best friend would've been a huse hassle, and
besi&es, ﬂ\ere’s so muc}\ more I need to TEACH
Rowley before T go-

There’s ?robably a LESSON T could learn from
this whole experience, like “be ho\‘)v}/ with what
you‘Ve 3o+" or “there’s no place like home” or that
sort of thing. But that's the kind of corny stuff
+\\e>l put in books for little kids.

So here’s the lesson I™ -hak.'hs away from all
thist Don't be late for an old Iady's funeral.
Because believe me, shell make you PAY.
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An unexpected inheritance
gives Greg Heffley's family
a chance to make big changes
to their house. But they soon
find that home improvement
isn't all it's cracked up to be.

Once the walls come down,
all sorts of problems start to
crop up. Rotten wood, toxic
mold, unwelcome critters, and
something evenmoresinister
all make Greg and his family
wonder if the renovations
are worth the trouble.

When the dust finally s&ttles, will the Hetfleys be able to
stay ... or will they need to get out of town?
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